
The thesis work stems from the observation of 10 case studies, 10 farms located in peri-urban territories in the metropolitan cities of Rome and Milan. The realities, observed with the 
support of a assesment model, are a source of knowledge and support for the development of a design toolbox based on agro-ecological principles that can support landscape design in 
the development of ecosystem benefits.

The ten case studies were analysed using a model implemented through the literature review. 
This made it possible to compare the results. The design tools have been categorised into 4 
macro-categories respecting certain agroecological principles, as in the following diagram.
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Data processing: the agroecological design tools in the 10 case studies

Ecosystems Services assessment

Design tools that optimise and maintain sur-
face and underground biodiversity (the wide 

range of species and varieties, locally adapted 
genetic resources, varieties and breeding 

animals, locally adapted) in time and space (at 
the level of the farm and landscape)

Design tools that, through the use of dedicated 
spaces, make the area accessible and visitable, 

thus encouraging participation and
 communication of knowledge, integration and 

in situ experience

Design tools that aim to promote horizontal 
exchanges (from farmer to farmer) for sha-
ring knowledge, skills and innovations, while 
encouraging vertical exchanges (between 

farmers and the general public, research insti-
tutions, local associations)

Design tools that aim to structure the company 
through criteria of inclusiveness, systematici-
ty and forms of social organisation necessary 

for decentralised governance

Determine a design toolbox based on agro-ecological 
principles to support landscape projects for peri-urban 

farms.

Creation of a database of farms with agro-ecological 
principles in 10 Italian cities and located in peri-urban 

areas

Identification of ten case studies and conducting 
pre-interviews and interviews of 1 hour - 1.5 hours to 

deepen the study

Development of an assessment model through 
bibliographic review by which information 

can be compared

Identification of ecosystem services
 produced by design tools 

that have a direct impact on landscape design 

Identification of design tools used by farms and c
onstruction of an agroecological design toolbox
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Neorurale Hub - Hedge planting and pathwaysIl Trattore - Bamboo reuse for horticultural structures

Cor.agg.gio - Playground area

Sem di comunità - Guided tours

Cascina Sant’Alberto - byodinamic agriculture lessons

Cascina Biblioteca - Social wagon Bar - Outdoor


