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Abstract 

 

Birdwatching nowadays is an increasing popularity hobby which has many effects and impacts on environment and economy and 

culture of the area. Among those, some are good and some are not good for the nature. Back in history we can see a long trace of 

this activity among people, specially who are above the average income rate.  

Birdwatching is divided to different types, in all of them the birds are the main element in the activity. Some people just feed 

birds in their back yard while others travel thousands of kilometers to watch a new spice or just hear its sound. While origin of 

the activity is mainly from North America and Britain and Scotland, nowadays we see in all parts of world a kind of practice to 

promote or encourage the activity. 

Bank of river Dee, Chester meadow is very rich in biodiversity and is remained uncovered in terms of observing and interaction 

with animals and there hasnôt still made any landscape or architecture element. Site visitors are consist of people who come to 

see river birds, ground nesting birds, small mammals and also aquatic flora and fauna or just come to site for a refreshment and 

relaxation in the breathtaking beautiful nature. The area is empty of any kind of structure or roads and people walk on natural 

ground to reach different points of the area.  

As in some seasons there will be risk of flood and the ground is not always dry, it is one of the characteristics of the area which 

give a special challenge to it and has its own advantage and disadvantage for people coming to area and we have to consider It in 

phase of design and concept. 

As architects and landscape designers, we are encouraged to design while minimizing the natural effects. Considering sustainable 

development goals should always be in our criteria and points of attention, this project is not an exception and I tried to minimize 

effect on nature not only in terms of design, but also using materials and structures. Designing for both animals and humans and 

following standards for both of them, make the project a challenge and beside the special character of the site (wetlands), will be 

lead to special solution which make it unique that you can not put it on any other site.  

 

 

Keywords: Birdwatching Shelter, Bird sanctuary, Sustainable Design, Organic architecture 
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1. Introduction 

 

1.1. Birdwatching Definition 

Birdwatching or birding, is the observing of birds either as a recreational activity or as a form of citizen science. Birdwatchers 

observe by using their naked eyes, by using a visual enhancement device like binoculars or a telescope, by listening for bird 

sounds, or by watching public webcams (Odie, Bill, 1980). Most birdwatchers pursue this activity for recreational or social 

reasons, unlike ornithologists, who engage in the study of birds using formal scientific methods.  

1.2. Terminology 

The first recorded use of the term birdwatcher was in 1901 by Edmund Selous (Clifford, Garth C, 2021). bird was introduced as a 

verb in 1918. The term birding was also used for the practice of fowling or hunting with firearms as in Shakespeare's The Merry 

Wives of Windsor (1602): "She laments sir... her husband goes this morning a-birding." The terms birding and birdwatching are 

today used by some interchangeably, although some participants prefer birding, partly because it includes the auditory aspects of 

enjoying birds (Moss, 2004).  

Birder: The acceptable term used to describe the person who seriously pursues the hobby of birding. May be professional or 

amateur.  

Birding: A hobby in which individuals enjoy the challenge of bird study, listing, or other general activities involving bird life.  

Bird-watcher: A rather ambiguous term used to describe the person who watches birds for any reason at all, and should not be 

used to refer to the serious birder. (www.merriam-webster.com) 

Twitching is a British term used to mean "the pursuit of a previously located rare bird." In North America, it is more often called 

chasing. The term twitcher, sometimes misapplied as a synonym for birder, is reserved for those who travel long distances to see 

a rare bird that would then be ticked, or counted on a list. The term originated in the 1950s, when it was used to describe the 

nervous behaviour of Howard Medhurst, a British birdwatcher Earlier terms for those who chased rarities were pot-hunter, tally-

hunter, or tick-hunter (Poole, Steven, 2019). The main goal of twitching is often to accumulate species on one's lists. Some 

birders engage in competition to accumulate the longest species list. The act of the pursuit itself is referred to as a twitch or a 

chase. A rare bird that stays long enough for people to see it is twitchable or chaseable (Odie, Bill, 1980).  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wildlife_observation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bird
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Citizen_science
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Binoculars
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Telescope
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Webcam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ornithology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edmund_Selous
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Shakespeare
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Merry_Wives_of_Windsor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Merry_Wives_of_Windsor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hearing_(sense)
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Twitching is highly developed in the United Kingdom, the Netherlands, Denmark, Ireland, Finland and Sweden. The size of 

these countries makes it possible to travel throughout them quickly and with relative ease. The most popular twitches in the UK 

have drawn large crowds; for example, approximately 2,500 people travelled to Kent, to view a golden-winged warbler 

(Vermivora chrysoptera), which is native to North America (Dudley, Steve; Benton, Tim; Fraser, Peter; Ryan, John, 2010). 

Twitchers have developed their own vocabulary. For example, a twitcher who fails to see a rare bird has dipped out; if other 

twitchers do see the bird, he may feel gripped off. Suppression is the act of concealing news of a rare bird from other twitchers 

(Odie, Bill, 1980).  

Many birders maintain a life list, that is, a list of all of the species they have seen in their life, usually with details about the 

sighting such as date and location. The American Birding Association has specific rules about how a bird species may be 

documented and recorded in such a list if it is submitted to the ABA; however, the criteria for the personal recording of these lists 

are very subjective. Some birders "count" species they have identified audibly, while others only record species that they have 

identified visually. Some also maintain a country list, state list, county list, yard list, year list, or any combination of these.  

1.3. History of birdwatching 

The early interest in observing birds for their aesthetic rather than utilitarian (mainly food) value is traced to the late 18th century 

in the works of Gilbert White, Thomas Bewick, George Montagu and John Clare. The study of birds, and of natural history in 

general, became increasingly prevalent in Britain during the Victorian Era, often associated with collection, eggs and later skins 

being the artifacts of interest. Wealthy collectors made use of their contacts in the colonies to obtain specimens from around the 

world. It was only in the late 19th century that the call for bird protection led to the rising popularity of observations of living 

birds. The Audubon Society was started to protect birds from the growing trade in feathers in the United States while the Royal 

Society for the Protection of Birds began in Britain (Moss, 2004).  

The phrase "bird watching" appeared for the first time as the title of the book Bird Watching by Edmund Selous in 1901 In North 

America, the identification of birds, once thought possible only by shooting, was made possible by the emergence of optics and 

field identification guides. The earliest field guide in the US was Birds through an Opera Glass (1889) by Florence Bailey 

(Barrow, Mark,1998).  

Birding in North America was focused in the early and mid-20th century in the eastern seaboard region, and was influenced by 

the works of Ludlow Griscom and later Roger Tory Peterson. Bird Neighbors (1897) by Neltje Blanchan, an early birding book, 

sold over 250,000 copies. It was illustrated with color photographs of stuffed birds (Shearin, Gloria. 2008). 

The organization and networking of those interested in birds began through organizations like the Audubon Society, which was 

against the killing of birds, and the American Ornithologists' Union (AOU). The rising popularity of the car increased the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Netherlands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denmark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ireland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Finland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sweden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden-winged_warbler
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twitchers%27_vocabulary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Life_list
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Birding_Association
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gilbert_White
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Bewick
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Montagu_(naturalist)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Clare
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victorian_Era
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bird_collections
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colonialism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Audubon_Society
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Society_for_the_Protection_of_Birds
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Society_for_the_Protection_of_Birds
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edmund_Selous
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florence_Augusta_Merriam_Bailey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ludlow_Griscom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roger_Tory_Peterson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bird_Neighbors
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neltje_Blanchan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Ornithologists%27_Union
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mobility of birdwatchers and this made new locations accessible. Networks of 

birdwatchers in the UK began to form in the late 1930s under the British Trust for 

Ornithology (BTO). The BTO saw the potential to produce scientific results through the 

networks, unlike the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) which like the 

Audubon Society originated from the bird protection movement. Like the AOU in 

North America, the BOU had a focus mainly on collection-based taxonomy. The BOU 

changed focus to ecology and behaviour only in the 1940s. The BTO movement 

towards 'organized birdwatching' was opposed by the RSPB, which claimed that the 

'scientification' of the pastime was 'undesirable'. This stand was to change only in 1936 

when the RSPB was taken over by Tom Harrisson and others. Harrisson was 

instrumental in the organization of pioneering surveys of the great crested grebe. 

(Johnson, Kristin, 2004) 

Increased mobility of birdwatchers ensured that books like Where to Watch Birds by 

John Gooders became best-sellers. By the 1960s air travel became feasible and long-

distance holiday destinations opened up. By 1965, Britain's first birding tour company, 

Ornitholidays had been started by Lawrence Holloway. Travelling far away also led to 

problems in name usage: British birds such as "wheatear", "heron" and "swallow" 

needed adjectives to differentiate them in places where there were several related 

species. The falling cost of air travel made flying to remote birding destinations a 

possibility for a large number of people towards the 1980s. The need for global guides 

to birds increased, and one of the biggest resulting projects was the Handbook of the 

Birds of the World, begun in the 1990s by Josep del Hoyo, Jordi Sargatal, David A. 

Christie, and ornithologist Andy Elliott (Moss, 2004). 

Initially, birdwatching was largely restricted to developed countries such as the United Kingdom and the United States of 

America. Since the second half of the 20th century an increasing number of people in developing countries have engaged in this 

activity, such as in the Degua Tembien district of Ethiopia. Transnational birding has played an important role in this, as birders in 

developing countries usually take up the pastime under the influence of foreign cultures with a history of birding. A majority of 

transnational birders are middle-aged, male, affluent, and belong to the Anglophone countries or Scandinavia (Connell, John, 

2009). 

 

 

Figure 1: Birdwatching photographers, New 

South Wales, June 1921, Source: 

www.wikipedia.org 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Trust_for_Ornithology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Trust_for_Ornithology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tom_Harrisson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_crested_grebe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Gooders
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Handbook_of_the_Birds_of_the_World
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Handbook_of_the_Birds_of_the_World
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Degua_Tembien
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Birdwatchers,_AH_Chisholm,_State_Library_NSW.jpg
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1.4. Economic and environmental impact of birdwatching 

In the 20th century, most of the birding activity in North America was done on the east coast. The publication of Roger Tory 

Peterson's field guide in 1934 led to the initial increase in birding. Binoculars, an essential piece of birding equipment, became 

more easily available after World War II, making the hobby more accessible. The practice of travelling long distances to see rare 

bird species was aided by the rising popularity of cars. About 4% of North Americans were interested in birding in the 1970s and 

in the mid-1980s at least 11% were found to watch birds at least 20 days of the year. The number of birders was estimated at 61 

million in the late 1980s. The income level of birders has been found to be well above average (Moss,2004).  

The Sibley Guide to Birds, published in 2000, had sold 500,000 copies by 2002. It was found that the number of birdwatchers 

rose, but there appeared to be a drop in birdwatching in the backyard. According to a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service study, 

birders contributed $36 billion to the US economy in 2006, and 20% of all Americans are identified as birdwatchers. According 

to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in 2016, over 45 million Americans consider themselves birders.  

North American birders were estimated to have spent as much as US$32 billion in 2001. The spending is on the rise around the 

world. Kuĸcenneti National Park (KNP) at Lake Manyas, a Ramsar site in Turkey, was estimated to attract birders who spent as 

much as US$103,320,074 annually. Guided bird tours have become a major business, with at least 127 companies offering tours 

worldwide. An average trip to a less-developed country costs $4000 per person and includes about 12 participants for each of 150 

trips a year. It has been suggested that this economic potential needs to be tapped for conservation (Sekercioglu, Cagan H. 2003). 

Birdwatching tourism is considered a niche market of nature-based tourism. Birdwatching and other niche tourism markets are 

good for market diversification and mitigating the impacts of seasonality in a tourism market. It is estimated that birdwatching 

ecotourism contributes $41 billion per year to the U.S. economy. The large funds generated by birdwatching ecotourism have 

been suggested as a replacement for tax revenue generated by bird hunting which has dropped to its lowest levels in decades. 

Birding ecotourism companies are also making contributions to conservation. Birding Ecotours, which runs both international 

and domestic trips, donates a minimum of 10% of its net profits to bird conservation and communities it operates in. Another tour 

operator, Hardy Boat, has donated $200,000 to Project Puffin to conserve puffin populations off the Atlantic Coast.  

One of the expectations of ecotourism is that the travels of birders to a place will contribute to the improvement of the local 

economy, ensuring that the environment is valued and protected. Numerous positive and negative impacts of birding have been 

identified. Impacts include disturbance to birds, the environment, local cultures and the economy. Methods to reduce negative 

impact and improve the value to conservation are the subject of research (Sekercioglu, Cagan H. 2003). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ramsar_site
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecotourism
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2. Case studies  

 

      

 

 

Figure 2: case studies map 
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Case Studies:            

           2.1. Functional case studies 

          

2.1.1. Wooden Tower 

Bergen, Norway 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Herdla Birdwatching Tower is 

situated at the tip of Askoy , a low-

lying island in Hordaland county, off 

Norway's west coast. 

The landscape of open grasslands, 

shallow sea and freshwater ponds 

makes the area, called Herdla, an 

important location for migrating and 

breeding birds, as well as a popular 

destination for birdwatchers. The 

concrete foundations of a structure 

dating back to the second world war 

were repurposed as the tower's base, 

which helped to reduce the overall 

cost of the project. 

This existing structure was adapted to 

accommodate a pumping station used 

to control the water level of the 

surrounding ponds and agricultural 

land. 

 

 

Figure 3: Birdwatching Bergen, Norway, View 1, Source: www.dezeen.com 
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A gentle ramp, which ensures the tower is accessible to wheelchair users, extends in an L-shape around tiered 

timber seating that creates a compact amphitheatre for tours or presentations. The ramp and seating area are 

flanked on the western side by a wall that protects them from the strong sea breezes. Built from steel and wood, 

the tower rises seven metres above its site. The entrance level is a square volume determined by the shape of 

the existing foundations. A spiralling metal staircase leads to a higher platform with a circular plan that offers a 

360-degree panorama of the surrounding landscape. (www.domusweb.it) 

 

 

Figure 4: Birdwatching Bergen, Norway, View 2, Source: www.dezeen.com Figure 5: Birdwatching Bergen, Norway, View 3, Source: www.dezeen.com 

Figure 6: Birdwatching Bergen, Norway, Section, Source: www.dezeen.com 

 

Figure 7: Birdwatching Bergen, Norway, Plan 

Source: www.dezeen.com 
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2.1.2. Birdwatching tower 

Lommel, Belgium 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

The 'Lommelse Sahara' is characterized by sand dunes and surrounded 

by pine trees. It is a very popular nature reserve mainly used for 

walking and relaxation. 

The large steel structure consists of triangles, which is a structural 

efficient form. This principle also ensures that the shape of the tower 

changes from different perspectives. From some places the structure 

appears to be skewed. 

The name of the area -Lommelse Sahara- has been inspiration for the 

façade design of the tower, in which the wavy lines of sand dunes are 

recognizable. The triangular structure is wrapped with over three and 

a half kilometers of rope. The rope is quite heavy but also flexible, so 

it creates playful lines that refer to the dunes. When climbing the 

stairs the visitor looks between the ropes at the scenery. 

(www.designboom.com) 

 

Figure 10: 

Birdwatching, 

Lommel, 

Belgium, 

View 3 

Figure 8: Birdwatching, Lommel, Belgium, View 1, source: www.designboom.com Figure 9: Birdwatching, 

Lommel, Belgium, View 2 

www.designboom.com 

Figure 11: 

Birdwatching, 

Lommel, 

Belgium, 

View 4 

https://www.archdaily.com/search/projects/country/belgium
https://www.archdaily.com/search/projects/country/belgium
https://www.archdaily.com/search/projects/country/belgium
https://www.archdaily.com/search/projects/country/belgium
https://www.archdaily.com/search/projects/country/belgium
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2.1.3. Birdwatching Pavilions 

Toronto, Canada 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Plant Architect has used weathering steel to create a series of wing 

like structures for bird watchers in a Toronto park, which 

are punctured with both patterns and information about local 

species. Located in the city's East Point Park Bird Sanctuary, 

structures were completed by the Toronto-based firm as part of a 

local initiative to protect and promote bird habitats. The scheme 

comprises a main viewing space, a bird blind and two entry 

signposts. These are all made from weathering steel (pre-rusted 

metal). Each of the structures is made in a different folded form, 

intended to be "evocative of flight", and has information related to 

the local environment and wildlife cut into the steel surfaces. 

It is made up of two pavilions that mirror each other. Beneath the 

wing-shaped steel roofs, concrete benches run along the walls to 

provide visitors with shelter from the elements. (www.dezeen.com) 

 

Figure 12: Birdwatching, Toronto, Canada, View 1, Source: www.dezeen.com 

Figure 14: 

Birdwatching, 

Toronto, 

Canada, View 3 

 

 

Figure 13: Birdwatching, 

Toronto, Canada, View 2 

www.dezeen.com 

 

Figure 15: 

Birdwatching, 

Toronto, 

Canada, View 4 

 

 

https://www.dezeen.com/tag/weathering-steel/
https://www.dezeen.com/tag/toronto/
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2.1.4. Birdwatching tower  

Dzintaru Mezapark, Latvia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following the Jurmala City councilôs decision, the designed 

observation tower for the Ragakapa Park in 2004/2005 was moved 

to a new location -the Dzintaru Mezaparks, and built in the year 

2010. Taking in consideration that both locations were different, 

some changes of color and dimensions were made. The differing 

environments between the previous hill, covered with common 

pines, and the forested flat, required changes int he height of the 

tower, which jumped up to a 33.5 m from ground level. In total, 

including the cellular operator antenna, the tower has 38m. The rest 

remained as it was projected: a light, simple parallelepiped tower 

with a metallic structure covered by glued wooden elements and a 

comfortable, wide and metallic staircase that whirls around a 

squared structural core, taking us to an asymmetric platform at the 

very top. Along the way, 12 balconies allow us rest and enjoy the 

view feeling the solitary air of the place and view nature through a 

squirrelôs eyes. (www.archdaily.com) 

 

Figure 16: Birdwatching, Dzintaru Mezapark, Latvia, View 1, source: www.archdaily.com 

Figure 18: 

Birdwatching, 

Dzintaru 

Mezapark, 

Latvia, View 3 

 

 

  

 

Figure 17: Birdwatching, 

Dzintaru Mezapark, 

Latvia, View 2,  

www.archdaily.com 
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2.1.5. Birdwatching tower 

Graswarder, Germany 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

Located on the far-projecting peninsula Graswarder, which belongs 

to the Baltic seaside resort of Heiligenhafen, is an extensive natural 

bird reserve that is a favored site not only for ornithologists but for 

vacationers and other travelers as well. In order to observe birds in 

this unspoiled environment without disturbing them, the directors of 

the bird reserve wished to erect a suitable observation tower, which, 

thanks to its elevated location, would also provide an exceptionally 

good view of the entire area and would allow visitors to study 

details with the aid of a telescope.  

The resulting wooden construction made of Siberian larch blends in 

well with the surrounding natural environment. As a sculpture made 

of beams and ledgers with diagonal bracing, it depicts a stylized 

figure of a sitting bird. A two-flight staircase provides access to the 

15-meter high tower, which, with its glassed-in observation station, 

is easily able to accommodate large groups of visitors. 

(www.archello.com) 

 

Figure 19: Birdwatching, Graswarder, Germany, View 1, source: www.archello.com 

Figure 21: 

Birdwatching, 

Graswarder, 

Germany, View 3 

 

 

Figure 20: Birdwatching, 

Graswarder, Germany, 

View 2 

www.archello.com 

 

 

Figure 22: 

Birdwatching, 

Graswarder, 

Germany, View 4  
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2.2. Formic case studies 

2.2.1. Playground- Climbing wall  

  Krasnoyarsk, Russian Federation 

 

  

 

 

 

The platform is designed for children to play on it and climb it. 

Located in a public park, let users from all types to use and interact 

with it as a landscape element. Main material is wood while some 

part of structure made of metal.  

Periphery area is covered with sand which decrease risk of heart for 

children in case of any accident, while providing a diverse 

environment in a green context. (www.archilovers.com) 

Figure 23: Playground, Krasnoyarsk, Russian Federation, View 1,  

source: www.archilovers.com 

 

Figure 24: Playground, Krasnoyarsk, Russian Federation, View 2, 

source: www.archilovers.com 

 

Figure 25: Playground, 

Krasnoyarsk, Russian 

Federation, 3D Details 

source: 

www.archilovers.com 

 

http://www.archilovers.com/
http://www.archilovers.com/
http://www.archilovers.com/
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2.2.2. Outside-in pavilion 

 Newyork, United States 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

The pavilion, commissioned by a matriarch to gather her family in 

nature, is a tribute to the natural world. It encourages one to be in 

nature as much as possible, whether dining, relaxing, star-gazing, or 

even sleeping. Located in the East End of Long Island, its form 

simulates a forest. Ascending cedar wood posts, attached to glue-

laminated rings, evoke tree branches of varying heights. The wood 

material speaks for itself, stripped of adornment. This structure, that 

activates the front yard of a simple wood-clad cabin, imparts a fluidity 

between interior and exterior. Rather than insert itself as an object in 

the landscape, it alters the way one sees that landscape, through its 

gradient of slits between the wood posts, and its oculi. The structure 

blurs the boundaries between the man-made and the natural world, 

forging a stronger connection with nature. (www.archdaily.com) 

 

Figure 26: Outside-in pavilion, NY, United States, View 1, source: www.archdaily.com  Figure 27: Outside-in pavilion, NY, United States, View 2, source: 

www.archdaily.com 

Figure 28: 

Outside-in 

pavilion, NY, 

United States, 

View 3 

Figure 29: 

Outside-in 

pavilion, NY, 

United States, 

Plan 
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2.2.3. Playground, Korogaru park 

Sapporo Hokkaido, Japan 

  

 

 

 

 

This undulating wooden structure on the Japanese island of 

Hokkaido has been conceived as a simulated forest. for the 

design of the temporary project , an immersive play area for 

children ,architect Jun Igarashi teamed up with YCAM interlab, a 

group of researchers and developers at Yamaguchi center for arts 

and media. located among the trees of Sapporoôs Odori park, the 

project uses locally sourced timber to create a series of connected 

ramps, pathways, and plateaus. 

During its stay in the park, workshops were held where children 

were asked to make suggestions as to which features they would 

like to see added to the playground. Designed as an alternative to 

more orthodox configurations, Igarashiôs design encourages 

children to engage more freely and intuitively with the apparatus. 

(www.designboom.com)  

 

 

Figure 30: Playground, Sapporo Hokkaido, Japan, View 1, source: designboom.com Figure 31: Playground, 

Sapporo Hokkaido, 

Japan, View 2 

source: 

designboom.com 

 

Figure 32: 

Playground, 

Sapporo Hokkaido, 

Japan, View 3 

Figure 33: 

Playground, 

Sapporo Hokkaido, 

Japan, View 4 

http://jun-igarashi.com/en/top.html
http://interlab.ycam.jp/en/
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2.3. Conclusion 

 

All the birdwatching case studies (group 1) are located in areas with very highly diverse and variable existence of flora and 

fauna. Some of them are located near water (sea or river) which enrich the biodiversity of area and are pivotal elements which 

definitely impact also on design (as we see in samples 1,2 and 5). The ones that are located near water have usually a panoramic 

view over see or river which let the users to enjoy the fantastic view.  

In terms of material, we observe that most of the samples are designed in a complete integrity with peripheral texture which is 

mostly wood and timber, so that they are in complete harmony with nature and to be sensed as a component of nature, not 

something external.  

In all birdwatching samples, we can see that designers paid special attention to users need and behavior and designed based on 

that; where to let them enter and walk, where to sit, where to observe nature and maybe where to take rest or drink something in 

shadow based on different restrictions and necessities of each site.  

In the sites that are surrounded with tall trees, we observe that, birdwatching elements are also rose in height (sample 2,4 and 5), 

in contrary to the ones placed in plains which are usually not very high, but they occupied more area on the terrain (sample 1 and 

3).  

For second group case studies, I chose them mainly because they are similar in structure to what I want to design and they were 

close to the shape and form that I want to have in my project although their function is completely different from my project. 

Maybe it seems that they are irrelevant to my project, but as I have an organic shape which is constructed mainly from wood, it 

was really helpful for me to see how these kinds of structures are build free from what function they have.  

In case number 1 of second part, we have a playground for children which made from wood with all structural consistency that it 

must have to let children to climb and play on it. On sample number 2, we have a transparent building that consist of different 

interior functions which is mostly from wood. On third sample again we have playground made completely from wood although 

the size of this case is smaller compared to previous ones.  

As an overall conclusion, in first part I learned how to design a birdwatching element, what are the spaces, necessities and 

behaviors, while on the second part, I looked how to use and deal with wood, in form of a different and organic shape, as the 

main material for structure and architecture of the project. 

 



20 
 

3. Project Site 

3.1. Location 

Site Location: Chester Meadow, Chester, United Kingdom 

 

Figure 34: Site Geographic Position 
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 Figure 35: Location Map 

 

Area: 178000 m2 

 

Chester Meadow 

t 
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3.2. Introduction to Project Site  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Meadows are 

patchwork of 

grassland and 

wetlands by the sides 

of Chesterôs River 

Dee in the heart of the 

city center. Summer 

grazed by cattle to 

provide the perfect 

habitat for a range of 

flora and fauna, it is a 

popular area for 

wildlife lovers. They 

are regularly enjoyed 

by walkers, joggers, 

anglers and bird 

watchers. There is so 

much to see: ground 

nesting birds, river 

birds, small mammals, 

aquatic life or just 

enjoy the breathtaking 

beauty. Ideally 

situated by the river, 

itôs a great location in 

which to relax and 

watch the boats on 

sunny days. 

 

Figure 36: Satellite view 

Source: Google map 
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The River Dee is a fundamental and interesting feature of the area, with water sports and other activities happening around the 

site. There is always risk of floods in the meadows. The Meadows is suitable for users with pushchairs and wheelchairs. It is 

reasonably level; however due to the purposely unmanaged nature of the site there are no sealed routes across the site. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 39: Chester Meadow area photos, source: www.chesterstandard.co.uk Figure 40: Chester Meadow area photos, source: www.cheshire-live.co.uk 

Figure 37: Chester Meadow area photos, source: www.visit-chester.co.uk Figure 38: Chester Meadow area photos, source: www.psychogeographicreview.com 
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3.3. Site Biodiversity  

Trees 

 

  

 

Figure 41: Area Vegetation 

 

Shrubs 

 


