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EXPERIMENTAL APPROACH 
TO URBAN DESIGN
writing and testing
the criteria
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T h o u g h t s  Research Questions

The s tudy,  which  s tar ted by ques t ion ing the  concept  o f  
space, proceeds through the dynamics of creating space and the 
emergence of design as a voluntary behaviour. As a result of these 
inquiries, research questions emerged. These questions are matured 
during the bibliography researches about urban space and urban 

design theories.

Experimenting Masterplanning Process

Dur ing the  mas terp lan phase,  the  data of  the  pr imar i ly  
se lec ted area formed the  bas i s  for  the  development  o f  
the  s tudy.  Theore t ica l  research,  case s tud ies  and cr i te r ia  
were pu t  as ide,  fie ld-spec ific  approaches  were 
determined and the  resu l t ing compos i t ion  was evaluated 
in  the  l igh t  o f  prev ious  s tud ies .  The resu l t s  o f  the  s tudy 
inc lude how the cr i te r ia  were or  were not  implemented 
dur ing the  process ,  approaches  tha t  were d i f fe ren t  f rom 
other  case s tud ies ,  and which  des ign orders  were 
observed.

Aim of  the Study

Th is  s tudy i s  an example  of  exper ienc ing an urban 
des ign process .  The bas i s  o f  the  s tudy i s  how the 
cr i te r ia  created in  para l le l  wi th  the  theore t ica l  
readings  wi l l  be  appl ied in  the  se lec ted s i te  in  
Mantova.    

Why to Work in this  Way?

Theore t ica l  research and case s tud ies  are  e f fec t ive  
in  the  emergence of  the  research ques t ions ,  and the  
resu l t ing product , the  mas terp lan,  i s  data  tha t  can 
be tes ted wi th  feedback.  Rather  than the  final  
product ,  the  path  to  the  product  cons t i tu tes  the  

work  i t se l f .

From Sketchbook to Cri teria

The ske tchbook,  which  changed the  course  o f  
s tudy,  s tar ted s imul taneous ly  wi th  the  
ques t ion ing of  the  concept  o f  space,  in  which  
the  ideas  and v i suals  o f  the  urban e lements  
were processed.  The ideas  in  the  ske tchbook 
are  s impl ified in  para l le l  wi th  th i s  process  o f   
b ib l iography researches  and an urban des ign  
c r i te r ia  was  obta ined.
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1
Is it possible to define 
urban design criteria 

that we can work with 
them in the different 

situations

2
How to use 

composition rules 
without creating 

uniformity/monotony

3
Is it possible to 

achieve a sense of 
wholeness/unity 

with a single 
design

4
How should the 

relationship between 
urban scale and 

architectural scale be 
established


