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URBAN PROXIMITY SYSTEMS
Proximity as urban strategy for the southern periphery of Mantova

Timeline of the background of proximity

PROXIMITY

The proximity can be 
investigated starting 
from the analysis of 
the case studies 

from which it is also 
possible to find some 
keywords that can be 
used for the project

What services are 
needed in the vicinity?

What tools are needed?
What is the role of people 

in the cities?
How can proximity 

achieve sustainability?

Is it possible to talk about 
proximity in the 21st century 

city?
Is it an issue that only con-

cerns the public city or does it 
also consider citizens?

How can the phenomenon of 
proximity be measured?

What are the conditions to 
apply the proximity?

Density
Diversity

Rhythm | Time
Sustainability

Inclusion
Quality
Mobility

Different 
types of 
proximity

Parigi
Barcellona 
Melbourne 

Milano

DEFINITION
Close distance to so-
meone or something 

in space or time

UNDER WHICH 
CONDITIONS CAN 

THE CITY OF 
PROXIMITY REPRE-
SENT NEW FORMS 

OF LIVING?

The term proximity is 
not new as it was alrea-
dy present since 1900. 
It has also been revived 
in recent years because 

of the environmental 
and health crisis 

(COVID-19)
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SUSTAINABILITY

RESILIENCE
COMMUNITY
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The proximity can 
be applied through the 

reinterpretation of 
project themes that are 

usually considered in 
urban design that enter in 
the groups of landscape, 
environment, urban sett-

lement, public spaces,
infrastructure

Proximity SHOULD 
NOT be seen as a model 

applicable in all urban 
conditions, as it must 

take into account the in-
trinsic characteristics of 
the city and the people 

who live there
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The idea is to 
create proximity 

cities that are 
sustainable, 
resilient and 

inclusive

The district of Place Des Fêtes;
Superblock of Saint Antoni;
The district of Mambourin;

Piazzale Bacone;

From NIL’s 
of Milano After the criticality-op-

portunities and the SWOT 
analysis

Polycentrism of
Munari, 1992

Carlos 
Moreno defines 
the “15-minute 

city” as a solution 
for contemporary 
cities and applies 

it to Parigi

POLYCENTRISM
A model based on  
several interrela-
ted polarities in 

the territory 

Strategic plans 
that allow cities to 
be designed with a 

future vision

Defining urban 
expansion from 

1982 to 2016

DENSITY
POPULATION

VOLUMES

Contribution of 
Town planning to 

the settlement
growth

Ambrogio 
Lorenzetti

Paints the 
great cycle of 
frescoes 
“Allegoria ed 
effetti del 
Buono e del 
Cattivo Gover-
no” that antici-
pates the con-
cept of
proximity 

ANALISYS
The proximity cannot be ap-

plied without considering 
the current situation of the 
area. For this reason, before 
starting the project phase, it 
is necessary to investigate 

and analyse the project area 
through a few fundamental

themes.

SETTLEMENT
GROWTH 

Definition of 
six proximity 

systems delimi-
ted by variable 

borders capable 
of changing 

The area chosen to put into 
ground an urban proximity

project is that of the southern 
periphery of Mantova. It has a 
lack of primary services, efficient 

connections and sustainable 
means of transport as it is an area 
that currently gravitates towards 

the centre and does not 
function autonomously.

Concept plan 
of the third urban 
proximity system 
that give an idea 
on the proximity 
urban strategy

Definition of 
a toolbox 

of proximity

Exploration 
of the third 

urban 
proximity 

system  

FROM
PGT

SUSTAINABILITY

Ebenezer 
Howard

Published the 
“Garden city of 
tomorrow”, in 
which he tries 
to find strate-
gies to reduce 
the social and 
cultural pro-
blems at the 
base of the 
industrial cities

Raymond 
Unwin

Publishes a 
book entitled 
“Town planning 
in practice: an 
introduction to 
the art of desi-
gning cities 
and suburbs” 
link to the
concept of 
Garden city 

Clarence 
Perry

American 
urban planner 
publishes the 
book “The Nei-
ghbourhood 
unit”, one of 
the first for 
residential 
development 
inside the 
cities

Lewis 
Mumford 

Publishes “The 
spontaneous 
neighbourhood 
and the neigh-
bourhood unit” 
in Town Plan-
ning Review for 
the desigh of a 
spontaneous 
and natural 
district 

Kevin 
Lynch

Publishes “The 
image of the 
city” in which 
he recognised 
the important 
role of the 
district in the 
internal organi-
sation of the 
structure of 
the city

Jane 
Jacobs

Publishes the 
book “Death 
and Life of 
Great Ameri-
can Cities”, in 
which she 
proposes an 
attack on the 
urban planning 
method of the 
cities

Copenaghen
“Strøget”

The city makes 
the main shop-
ping street 
“Strøget” pe-
destrianised; 
Jan Gehl beco-
mes the city's 
most important 
figure which 
dealt with 
these policies

New 
Urbanism  

In the United 
States, this 
movement was 
born to promo-
te mixed-use 
development, 
blocks and 
pedestrians 
streets for a 
city on a 
human scale

Urban Task 
Force 

Publishes the 
report “Toward 
an Urban Re-
naissance” 
explaining how 
to design 
cities, with 
reference in 
particular to 
those in En-
gland

Doug 
Farr

Resumes Cla-
rence Perry's 
concept of the 
neighbourhood 
unity in his 
book entitled 
“Sustainable 
Urbanism” in 
order to pro-
mote new 
districts 

Carlos 
Moreno

During the 
COP21 confe-
rence in Parigi 
on the climate 
change, the 
term “15-minu-
tes city” for a 
human scale 
city was coined 
for the first 
time by him 

Carlos 
Moreno

The concept of 
the “15-minute 
city” was then 
taken up by 
him and the 
Chaire ETI 
Paris of Sor-
bonne shortly 
before the 
COVID-19
pandemic

Anne 
Hidalgo 

Uses the con-
cept of the 
“Ville du quart 
d'Heure” to 
promote her 
re-election 
campaign as 
mayor for 
Parigi, flanked 
by Carlos 
Moreno 
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