
The creation of  a passage, giving 
access to sacred spaces. The trenches allow for a flow of 

water from the higher mountain to 
below ground. The runoff collects in 
the river and catchment areas, to be 
used during the dry seasons. 

Water control is an 
extremely important aspect 
of this complex. 
Religion and water are 
intertwined. The water 
which runs through the site 
is said to be holy- water. 

The most interior rooms are used to 
store and display sacred artifacts. 
Often the exterior rooms are used for 
ceremonial purposes. 

There is a clear division between the 
interior and exterior spaces. 
Rooms which possess a roof sit 
within the extreme interior while 
many of the courtyard spaces posses 
interior qualities, although absent this 
sheltering structure.
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“Rising like a hawk in an aviary of thrushes, Ethiopia is a 
sort of equatorial Tibet - A Shangri-La perched high in the 
mountains, inbred, inward looking, inward thinking. Little of 
what has gone on around Ethiopia in the course of history has 
affected it, and equally little of what has happened within in 
has touched the outside world.”
- Robert Dick- Reade 
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