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"The enjoyment of scenery employs the mind without 
fatigue and yet exercises it; tranquilizes it and yet 

enlivens it.” – Frederick Law Olmsted
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ABSTRACT

The current project aims at bring back the lost 
connec  on of Piacenza city to the nature from 
the urban fabric in city center towards Po River. 
We are going to execute this concept by both 
so   and hard interven  ons. A park is going to 
be designed as a transi  on point between the 
city center and the nature. the park which we 
called it Parco Maggiore, is going to consist of 
an ac  ve urban park in the place of Arena Da-
turi and laboratory Pon  eri, hos  ng diff erent 

events, sports,  playground, amphiteatre, etc 
and a more natural part between the river and 
this park.  in order to make sure this connec-
 on is safe for pedestrians we also proposed 

some revisions in the transporta  on network 
as followed: moving the railway underground, 
removing some roads and move the traffi  c to 
other roads or making them more pedestrian 
friendly. The area is going to be a pedestrian 
friendly area. 



1.1      LAND, NATURE, ECOLOGY

Located in the center of the Po Valley, Piacenza 
lies on the south bank of the river Po, only 67 
Km from Milan. Terminal point of the ancient Via 
Emilia, the city is located in the most northern and 
western part of the Emilian region. Its geographi-
cal posi  on, at the crossroads between Lom-bar-
dy, Piedmont, Liguria and Emilia, has always de-
termined its strategic-military des  ny and made it 
an important motorway and railway junc  on.
The territory of Piacenza is home to a variety of 
landscapes of striking beauty. From the parks and 
nature reserves that can be visited while enjoying 
a s  ll intact and uncontaminated nature, to the 
paths along the rivers.

Emilia Romagna Region preserves and protects the regional biodiversity, made up of habitats, 
animals and plant species, enhances natural and semi-natural landscapes and promotes the 
knowledge of the natural heritage.
The Protected Areas are represented by Parks, Nature Reserves, Ecological Balance Areas, 
Protected Natural and Semi-natural Landscapes and, together with the Natura 2000 Network 
sites, they protect an area equal to 16% of the regional territory.
Nature Reserves are made up of territories of limited extension; they are established because 
of their regional importance and managed for the conserva  on of their  morphological, biolog-
ical, ecological, scien  fi c and cultural characteris  cs and contents.

01   General Study

Piacenza city in  Piacenza Province, 
Emiglia Romagna Region

The Po Valley ; The Po river runs along the Po Valley, to the gates of Venice, passing through many Romagnan cities after Piacenza.

Tenth and Eleventh century benedic  nes were drainage 
specialists who transformed the po river plain from the 
swamp which it had been into  llable land. ( The Land as 
Palimpsest, 1983, Corboz)

Piacenza is also at the confl uence of 
the Trebbia River, draining the north-
ern Apennine Mountains, and the Po 
River, draining to the east.



Meandering plan river runs in soil allowing riv-
ers to shi   their banks and set their own ev-
er-charging courses. Curves in order to form 
need a li  le disturbance and a lot of  me 
(both exis  ng in nature). Naturally, curves will 
keep growing curvier, if not obstacted. In the 
long run, growing curves will bump to each 
other. Po river might witness this phenome-
non in the future. This phenomenon is a Natu-
ral Hazard that might lead to a human disaster 
if precau  ons, vulnerability reduc  on, hazard 
adapta  on, and planning are not taken into 
considera  on. Another phenomenon, natu-
ral hazard, is the fl ooding of the rivers. In our 
case, the concerned rivers are Po, Trebbia and 
Nure. A system of an  -fl ooding preven  on is 
being used, the levee system. Where this sys-

tem is adopted, we have protected area from 
behind, and when this system is missing, we 
have unprotected areas, prone to fl ooding.

Large, medium and small scale analysis of the green infrastructure, agriculture and rivers in the province of Piacenza.

1.2      HISTORY, HERITAGE

Piacenza was founded by the Romans for military purposes in 218 BCE. It was conquered by 
Carthaginian Hasdrubal II in 207 BCE and the city was sacked in 200 BCE by the Gauls. A key 
city in the region, it was destroyed by Barbarians but the town was rebuilt under the rule of 
bishops in the 10th century. By the 12th century, the city was a free comune and it later fought 
against Frederick I, Holy Roman Emperor as part of the Lombard League. In the Renaissance 
period it passed from French, to papal, to Viscon  s, to Sforzas rule. Pope Paul III formed the 
Duchy of Parma and Piacenza, and Piacenza became part of this duchy. It voted for a union 
between it and Piedmont in May 1848; this union was enacted in 1859.

The city consist of The historic center, the urban 
belt, suburban cluster and the industrial district. 
Un  l 1828, the historic center was surrounded by 
walls to protect the people from a  acks. By 1960, 
walls were disappeared and city was protected by 
control towers and city starts to invade to the con-
trolled area.
    

Safety have always been one of the most important 
factors of forming a city. This is evident from the 
maps which the city developed in accordance with 
military boundary. During the Renaissance, the de-
fensive structure was upgraded in order to endure 
the challenge of state of the art ar  llery, with the 
construc  on of ramparts fi rst, and then the Farne-
siano castle that controlled the city.



Piacenza in Renaissance era vs. Piacenza historic center inside the historic walls in current time.

There are many historical elements in the city of Piacenza. Some of them will be discussed in 
the following.

 

3- Piacenza historic walls date back to the 16th cen-
tury in the Renaissance era  . Till then, the city has 
spread outside the ramparts but some parts of the 
wall has been preserved. Two major parts of the 6,5 
km are s  ll visible, which are in the north west, close 
to Palazzo farnese and the other is in the south east 
along Pubblico Passegio.

 2- Moreover, as clear evidence of the roman 
origin of the city, are the two major streets: 
Cardo and Decumanus. The cardo maximus 
corresponds to the current viale Risorgimen-
to and Corso Cavour. The decumanus maxi-
mus corresponds to the via Borghe  o and 
Roma and is aligned with the via Emilia, inau-
gurated in 187 BC. 

1- The city was founded by the Romans in 218 
BC as a colony with the name of Placen  a. 
Piacenza was the fi rst Roman colony under 
La  n law in northern Italy, playing the import-
ant strategic role of military outpost against 
invading armies.

The city is characterized by a very regular 
grid subdivision, a typical Structure of a Ro-
man city, blocks almost square, symmetrically 
arranged. Traces of the historical roman Pia-
cenza are s  ll present in the current historical 
center of the city, where the roman city used 
to be. 
The Yellow zone in the map shows the Roman 
grids of the city

4- There are many important historical buildings in the city of Piacenza city. We study some of 
them in the next chapter while analysing the site. Some of the most important historical build-
ings consist of Palazzo Farnese close to the walls and San Sisto Church.
In Renaissance era, The century saw the construc  on of the castle close to the walls, the Pala-
zzo Farnese, and the renewal of the military and hospital systems. 

A  er the plague of 1524 it was decided to con  nue strengthening the military defenses of 
the city and developing the se  lements. The for  fi ca  on work, which began in 1525 with ex-
cava  ons and prepara  on of the  mber, con  nues under Paolo III Farnese, who extends the 
excava  on and construc  on of the bas  ons with bu  resses, casemates and gunboats on the 
northern and southern sides of the city.

Piacenza’s historical  buildings by time, from the Medieval times 



5- Many of the military domains are of historical 
value. however, nowadays they are not accessible 
by public and they have created unpenetratable 
unfriendly walls in the city and is impac  ng the 
livelihood of the city.   

The location & population of Piacenza city and province lo-
cated in Emiglia Romagna Region in North ItalyThe presence of the regional detachment of two 

major universi  es (Politecnico di Milano and 
Università Ca  olica del Sacro Cuore) a  racts a 
younger popula  on (around 28% of the inhabi-
tants are below 30yo), although the main ac  vity 
in the urban area is s  ll the secondary sector. 
Historically, the popula  on in Piacenza experi-
enced a growth for economic reasons, contem-
porary to the industrial Development during the 
economic boom. The age pyramid follows faith-
fully the na  onal trend. Finally, the economic 
welfare a  racted, through the years, foreign 
immigra  on, with a popula  on contribu  ng to 
19% of the total, against the 8% that is the na-
 onal Percentage.

Diagram showing the umber of female & male 
inhabitants of the city based on their age and 
marital status acording to ISTAT data.
from the left, the blue one it represents single, 
married, wedowed and divorced. As we can 
see most of the population are between the age 
range of 50-54. 

Gender diagram of the 
inhabitants of Piacenza 
city

Age diagram of the in-
habitants of Piacenza 
city

The points of interest in Piacenza, 
including Piazzas, historical build-
ings and the walls

1.3      DEMOGRAPHY, PEOPLE, LIFE

The province of Piacenza is a province in the 
Emilia-Romagna region of Italy. Its provincial 
capital is Piacenza city. As of 2016, it has a total 
popula  on of 287,152 inhabitants over an area 
of 2,585.86 square kilometres, giving it a popu-
la  on density of 111.38 inhabitants per square 
kilometre. According to ISTAT data, the popu-
la  on in Piacenza amount to roughly 104.000 
inhabitants, evenly distributed between gen-
ders. Regarding age distribu  on, the mode is 
in between 50-54 years, mostly consis  ng of 
working class a  racted by the industrial ac  vity 
of the city. 



1.4      ECONOMICS, PROCESSES, RESOURSES

At the end of the 1800s, early 1900s, a large-
scale industrializa  on took place in northern 
Italy, par  cularly in the ci  es of Turin, Milan, 
and Genoa, which represent the top regions 
of Piedmont, Lombardy, and Liguria. At the 
end of the 20th century, in a similar way, an 
economic boom aff ected the industrial area 
of the north-east; the result of this geograph-
ical distribu  on was that the city of Piacenza 
became a junc  on for the transport of goods, 
given its centralized posi  on. From this point 
of view, the strategic importance of Piacenza is 
well represented by the presence on the east-
ern outskirts of the city, the so-called Logis  cs 
Pole, home to many large transport compa-
nies and warehouses of product distribu  on 
companies. The induced ac  vity of this par  c-
ular sector has also jus  fi ed by the authori  es 
an increase in transport to other strategic cit-
ies, for example Piacenza-La Spezia. In 2013, 
in fact, a memorandum of understanding was 
signed between the municipality of Piacen-
za and the Port Authority of La Spezia for the 

strengthening of freight transport, in par  cu-
lar by rail, between the city and the port, so 
as to allow the increase of services without in-
curring in infrastructure problems.
From the employement point of study,  For the 
popula  on aged 15 to 64 in 2019 according to 
ISTAT data, the job seekers are 8 thousand, 
while 136 thousand people are ac  ve in the 
job force; the employment rate is up to 69%, 
in line with the market of the region Emilia Ro-
magna, and greater than the na  onal market 
which amounts to 58.5%. 

Piacenza is a nodal city where connects major cities in North Italy together. from north west to Milan, west to Alessandria and turin and from 
south east to bologna. 

map showing the industrial  areas & Logistic poles of the city

Map showing Piacenza’s connections with other 
cities and major transportation systems. 



02   Understanding The Site

2.1- WHERE IS THE SITE AND WHY WE CHOSE IT?

The project site is located in the northern part of the city close to the city walls and extends to 
the riverside.

There are many reasons why we chose this site to work on. The process of defi ning the site 
limit was a back and forth process in which we tried to analyse and understand the poten  als 
and issues in the site that can aff ect the whole city in many ways. As students who have experi-
enced life in Piacenza, we also had the opportunity to deeply understand where are the places 
of interest and ac  ve life in the city and where are the places that are not very interes  ng for 
people. The main reasons why we chose this site are as followed:
1- The Redevelopment of the Northern Sector as a new guideline has been approved by Mu-
nicipality in 2008. 
2- Closeness to the River Po and also northern green areas of the city and also Parco trebbia.
3- including many heritage such as buildings from Renaissance era, the northern part of the 
historic walls and bas  ons, and also green heritage such as greenary around Farnese Palace. 

4- Having many poten  al abandoned areas & buildings such as Laboratory Pon  eri and Nino 
Bixio military domain. also the old stables, or the theare has a good poten  al to be restored 
and used for further development of the area.

Map showing the project area in the northern sector of Piacenza, having in itself many heritage and abandoned military areas



Based on the GPS trace data taken from OpenStreetmaps.org, we can see that the most ac  v-
i  es are happening in the city center, where there are most of the commercial ac  vi  es, close 
to Piazza Cavalli, Piazza Duomo & the two important shopping streets: Via XX Se  embre, Corso 
Vi  orio Emanuele II. There is also ac  vi  es happening in the green areas and parks such as 
Pubblico passegio. The other ac  vi  es are mostly due to transporta  on & accessibility such as 
the train sta  on and the main roads. We can easily understand from this map that most parts 
of the city outside the city center are less frequent even if there are touris  c a  rac  ons such 
as historical buildings or palaces.          

The other building is the old bus sta  on building which is now abandoned and the walls are 
fi lled with graffi   .
5- The area has open green spaces which are not organized well for public use. such as Daturi 
green area exactly in north part of Palazzo Farnese. 
6- The type of ac  vi  es and func  ons are suitable for further development. The are * Despite 
these poten  als the area is not very friendly and organized for public use. and most of the ac-
 vi  es happen just for the school, and the market around Citadella and Casali Square.

2.2- INTRODUCING OPEN/PUBLIC SPACES AND PIAZZAS IN THE SITE

Piazza Ci  adella, and next to it Piazza Casali, bring together important buildings in history 
and architecture: archeological evidence from Roman  mes, monas  c complex of San Sisto 
from the 9th century (Middle Ages), Ci  adella Viscontea from the 14th century, Carmine from 
the 14th century and Palazzo Farnese from the 16th century (Renaissance). As well, important 
buildings belonging to the modern Era such as the covered market from 1954 and the bus sta-
 on from 1955.

 
The Citadella acquires pres  ge in the16th century with the arrival of Pier Luigi Farnese (1545). 
The Palazzo Farnese, begun in 1558 on a project by Vignola, built only in part, acquires with 
Margherita the fi  eenth-century func  on of the casino for the o  um, typical of the Emilian 
courts and that of Ferrara in par  cular.

1- Palazzo Farnese & the museum
2-  The former stables or theatre
3-  The old bus station building
4- Ex-Chiesa di Carmine

5- Filippo Nicolai military domain
6- Former stables of Palazzo Farnese
7- Schools
8- Mixed-use commercial & Residentials  

 Buildings and Activities around Piazza della Citadella & Piazza Allesandro Casali



In 1700: In the place of the actual main building 
of the caserma Nino Bixio, was erected the ducal 
theater with an elevated bridge connec  ng to the 
Palazzo Farnese. The Stables for horses were in the 
place where we currently fi nd Piazza Casali, in the 
current place of the municipal market building.

In 1810: The ducal theater was burnt, and the cloisters 
of the San Sisto became a military barrack. The mili-
tary barrack was named a  er the monastery complex 
San Sisto. Later on, it was named a  er Filippo Nocolai

chronological order

In 1836: The loca  on of the old stables was changed. 
The new stables for the horses of the court of Maria 
Luigia were built on the area of the destroyed Ducal 
theatre, today occupied by the Nino bixio barrack. 
The elevated bridge that connected Palazzo Farnese 
to the new stables was s  ll always present.

In around 1862, Nino Bixio barracks was established, 
taking its base as the new horses stables. The Elevat-
ed bridge was always there connec  ng the two facili-
 es: Palazzo Farnese and the new Nino Bixio barrack.

Between 1881 and 1890, Filippo Nicolai barracks was witnessing major expansion. A new 
building to the North-east was added as well as to the North and to the West later. “Il Campo 
della Fiera” was demolished to build via del Risorgimento. The elevated bridge connec  ng the 
stables to the palace was demolished.

In 1902, Nino Bixio barracks was witnessing some 
developments and expansions. A new building was 
added to the West of the horse stables building, 
which caused the blocking of the” Starda del Guaz-
zo” street, a road that could have been connec  ng 
Piazza della Ci  adella to the Via Cardinale Maculani 
in todays  me.
In the early twen  eth century, furthermore, the set 
of military buildings that persist on the site of the 
former Ducal Theater, later des  ned for Ducal sta-
bles, is also fully defi ned, while the prospect of the 
Nicolai Barracks, Genio Pon  eri, is aligned on the 
ancient wall of the gardens of the Convent of San 
Sisto and welding to "L" with the other front defi n-
i  vely closes the road that connected Piazza Ci  a-
della with Porta Soccorso and the stretch of Farnese 
walls to the north. The Rio Fodesta is closed as has 
already happened for the other channels to make 
place for new streets.
In the Fascist period, with the des  na  on of the old 
Camera del Lavoro in via Borghe  o as "House of 
the Fascist Martyrs", a new square dedicated to the 
Marquis Alessandro Casali, who died in 1917 during 
World War I, was built adjacent to Piazza Ci  adella.
In 1945, later buildings were added to the same 
Nino Bixio barrack, on its North and South-east sid-
ed, giving it its fi nal shape of today.
In 1954 the Covered Local Market was created on 
a project by Arch. Felice Ca  adori, a market that 
occupies the central part of Piazza Casali. In 1955 
the building of the bus sta  on was erected, and the 
remaining uncovered part is intended for parking.



2.3- INTRODUCING THE BUILDING IN THE SITE

 Palazzo Farnese is one of that most important 
building of Piacenza in which gives iden  ty to all 
surrounding landscape. Because of its dimensions, 
it might be seen as far as motorways and bridge 
over river Po, linking Piacenza to Lombardia. The 
construc  on
of the building begun in 1568 by demand of Ot-
tavia Farnese and it was meant to hold the family 
residence. the rectangular plan is about 111 me-
ters by 88 meters. The main façade modeled on 
the ancient triumphal arch and with a large tower, 
and a theater in the large inner courtyard. The ex-
penditure of such a large palace plus the poli  cal 
machina  ons of the Piacen  ne nobility may have 
caused O  avio not to complete the building and 
instead move his court from Piacenza to Parma. 

A large park for Palazzo Farnese:
Due to the studies of architect Roberta Morisi which started in the year 2000, evidence show 
that a garden was designed for palazzo Farnese but was never built. "The garden would have 
united the piazza in front of the building, the theater that should have been inside the piazza 
del palazzo and the river Po. There would have been terraces, water features, fountains and 
an orchard ». We can see the image that have been recreated by this architect & researcher 
below:

Military barracks: The Bixio and Nicolai Barracks, despite being close to the Pon  eri Laborato-
ry; which is built on lower ground with embankment from all sides approximately, do not share 
its condi  on of isola  on. On the contrary, they are located at the height of the historic city, 
to some extent it represents its limit, being located on the edge of the ancient river terracing 
and cons  tutes one of the fronts of the system of Piazza Casali - Piazza Ci  adella, the square 
on which Palazzo Farnese also overlooks, the main historical monument of Piacenza. The set 
of buildings that make up the Barracks is also close to the convent complex of San Sisto, with 
which it borders seamlessly. It is therefore a por  on of the historic city, which has architectural 
features of great interest, despite having accumulated over  me also diff erent episodes of su-
perfeta  on with poor quality service buildings. 

The current situa  on: The councilor for Public Works Marco Tassi has publicly announced his 
inten  on to demolish the former bus sta  on in Piazza Ci  adella within a short  me. The com-
missioner would like to start the construc  on of the underground garage with 200 public and 
50 private parking spaces immediately a  erwards. 
The interven  on has been deliberated by the City Council in 2008 was to begin in 2013 and 
end in 2015. But to date it has not yet started due to the opposi  on of the commi  ee of ci  -
zens opposing to the works and the existence of objec  ve administra  ve and technical prob-
lems. At actual  mes everything is s  ll.

Conclusion: Thus, we can say that Piazza Ci  adella and Piazza Casali, facing such many import-
ant historical buildings belonging to diff erent eras from the Middle Ages un  l the Twen  eth 
century, without forge   ng the archaeological fi nds from the Roman era, da  ng back to the 
founda  on of the city of Piacenza, despite all it remained an unresolved space, a place not a 
place, that the ci  zens of Piacenza are not never been able to feel their own and live fully.

Now it is a complete sha  ering of a void: people pass, perform their func  ons but do not live 
in this space; these buildings stand out for their extraneousness to the spa  al context, they are 
encumbrances that highlight the spa  al fragmenta  on with greater force.

The disconnec  on of the two roads that used to connect the through these military barracks: 
Strada del Guazzo and the Casali-Porta del Soccorso Road made the site in general disconnect-
ed and fragmented more from its surrounding.

Piazza Ci  adella is s  ll the result of one of the many historic squares produced by a design 
stra  fi ca  on that has never found a solu  on. It is s  ll in search for its soul.



Pon  eri Laboratory is an important area of   
about 44 thousand square meters. which, 
decommissioned by the Ministry of Defense, 
was acquired in 2016 through the Agenzia 
del Demanio in the Municipality of Piacenza.
The property is located in the northern sec-
 on of the historic center of Piacenza in an 

area of   great historical and architectural val-
ue.
Some of the buildings are not in good condi-
 on but there are some buildings that have 

the poten  al to be restored and used for oth-
er means. This will be discussed more clearly 
in the next chapter.

Emergency evacuation map of Laboratorio Pontieri



Caserma Nino Bixio

 Basilica di San Sisto was built in the sixteenth 
century in the Renaissance era on the ruins of an 
ancient roman temple, dated back to 874. Today 
most of its structures belongs to the abbey and 
regimento genio pon  eri; these are then mili-
tary zones into which access is denied to civil-
ians. only the church itself and a small por  on of 
the building hos  ng the residence of the monaci 
benede   ni and are opened to the public.
Caserma Filippo Nicolai consists of the former Benedic-
 ne Monastery of San Sisto da  ng back to the 9th cen-

tury, then rebuilt in 1500 and with secondary buildings 
at the beginning of the 20th century. It is spread over a 
territorial area of   40,000 m² [together with Nino Bixio Mil-
itary domain] for a total GFA of 14,200 m², divided into 14 
buildings. In October 2020, The Ministry of Defense has 
put the Nicolai barracks up for sale. However it has been 
opened for public visit. The visit tour is open for visi  ng 
the large cloister, the staircase, the chapter room and the 
frescoed chapel where the small and precious museum of 
the Genius Pon  eri is located.



The old Bus Sta  on building, 1955the former Chiesa del Carmine, located between via Borghe  o and piazza Casali, dates back 
to the 14th century. It was transformed into a hospital in 1805 and then to a warehouse. In 
2006, the whole complex was le   abandoned un  ll 2017 restora  ons by Municipality of Pia-
cenza to create an open laboratory for mobility and sustainable logis  cs .
An urban space usable by ci  zens and businesses, which will see the coexistence of informa-
 on services on the environment, mobility, tourism and city events and spaces equipped with 

advanced informa  on technology, in the name of innova  on and sustainability.  

The Rionale Market was built in 1954, and it is s  ll ac  ve now.



03   CONCEPT & STRATEGIES

3.1 BRIEF

From the dawn of  me, human beings always 
tried to stay close to the nature. Many villages 
and ci  es were made close to natural resourc-
es specially rivers. City expansion has caused 
the city inhabitants to loose their connec-
 on with nature and get busy in the city life. 

Many studies show that living in a green areas  
where people have more visual and physical 
connec  on to naturecan boost happiness and 
increase the quality of life for people while in 

big ci  es surrounded by buildings, highways, 
vehicles, industries and so many other urban 
elements, the level of stress in higher. In our 
project we intend to bring back that sense  
of belonging to nature and connec  on to it 
by providing a fl exible green area for cultur-
al ac  vi  es and human interac  ons and also 
to connect the urban fabric to the River Po by 
providing a safe pedestrian connec  on.

2.4- CONCLUSION

The site is located in the northern sector of Piacenza where is already one of Piacenza's mu-
nicipality priori  es to develope it for public realm. Almost none of the decisions taken on the 
proposed interven  ons have been executed  ll now. 
From the general studies and reading the site carefully, we can say the site has many poten-
 als; however in the current situa  on doesnot accomodate much public ac  vi  es. 

In the next chapter we are going to understand the issues and propose possible solu  ons in 
order to bring back the real value of this area, take advantage of its closeness to greenaries 
and nature and river and make it a new cultural and ac  ve hub for the inhabitants of Piacenza, 
where they can relax from city life and feel more connected to the nature that is already exist-
ing around them but is lost and invisible to the city users.



3.2 CONCEPT

The city is like a human body in which all the 
organs should be well connected in order to 
func  on well. Just like the human body is not 
just a ma  er of physical body but also the men-
tal body, It’s important to maintain the balance 
between these two bodies to become more 
effi  cient and sustainable. To us, the mental 
body in the city of Piacenza is the inhabitants 
and people, the city itself is the physical body 
and the fl ow of social ac  vi  es in the city are 
the connec  on between these two en   es.
 
The green which is an important element for 
us in the city, in alignment to the built envi-
ronment should work in balance. they should 
not be disconnected. They should be connect-
ed by green/so   infrastructure system which 
provides a pleasant environment for the peo-
ple. In the city of Piacenza, there are not much 
green urban areas for people to relax and in-
teract with each other. The most important 
public semi-green area is Pubblico Passegio 
which is basically a long pedestrian path with 
aligned trees next to the southern historic wall 
of city. There is another park close to the train 
sta  on which is not very appreciated by peo-

ple due its loca  on and its fences that sepa-
rates it from the surrounding area. In General, 
there is an important lack of proper green ur-
ban area in the urban fabric. Due to the stra-
tegic loca  on of the site, we see the poten  al 
to create a park that connects the upper green 
areas around the historic walls together and 
makes a new cultural hub for the city which is 
greener and can accommodate diff erent ac  v-
i  es. 
The main idea is to bring back the lost connec-
 on to the nature from the urban fabric in city 

center towards the Po River. We are going to 
execute this concept by both so   and hard in-
terven  ons. The strategy is to use both green 
and gray infrastructure to increase the quality 
of life and the experience of Piacenza inhabi-
tants. By studying the site carefully, also from 
the viewpoint of two individuals that lived in 
this city for almost two years, we intend to 
make a connec  on from the city center (Piazza 
Cavalli) towards Palazzo Farnese and then Riv-
er Po and create a greener experience along 
the way by proposing a park in Daturi park.

The idea is to make a pleasant, 
pedestrian connection from the 
city center towards the river and 
nature and rebuild the greenbelt 
around the city center, along with 
the historic walls in long term, 
starting by parco Daturi and con-
necting it to the green surround-
ing.



3.4 STRATEGIES

In order to achieve our goal, we made 3 
main strategies as followed:

1- Revising the transporta  on network
In the current situa  on there are high 
speed roads and also railway between 
our site and the riverfront. these roads 
can be reduced and become more pe-
destrian friendly by transforming them 
to boulvards and avenues. 
2- Providing safe pedestrian accessi-
bility
Providing safety to the inhabitant when 
using urban areas is an underlying strat-
egy. This can be done by adop  ng so   
and hard interven  ons in the area to 
assure a safe accessibilty for pedestri-
an and bikes around the city specially 
towards our site and then to the more 
natural areas such as the river. we wan-
na make sure that people can enjoy 
the nature surrounding the city at any-
 me of the day without having to worry 

about their safety. 
3- Restora  on & transforma  on of ex-
isi  ng buildings and assets.
There are many abandoned building 
and military domain in our area that 
need to be planned and be assigned 
new proper func  ons to enhance the 
social interac  on and also bring more 
people to it. These new func  ons are 
going to be discussed in the upcoming 
sec  on.

*By adop  ng these strategie we will be 
able to connect the city center to the 
nature and the exis  ng green belt of 
the city.

3.3 VISION 

Based on the studies done in last chapter and also our own experience of living in Piacenza, 
we chose an specifi c area in the northern part of the city as our design area. however the 
strategies and the design rules can be implemented in the whole city to have a more green 
and sustainable city with higher quality of life in future. 
Due to the current ac  vi  es and poten  als such as: The great historic background of the city, 
having two important universi  es and young crea  ve individuals that come to Piacenza ev-
ery year to study, abandoned or not organized urban areas such as military domains, Daturi 
park,etc, closeness to green areas and river, we see a high poten  al to transform it to a green 
and sustainable pedestrian-oriented city in 3 stages by 2037. (2022-2027 , 2027-2032, 2032-
2037)

 

1- Piacenza, a pedestrian oriented city with green interconnected open spaces; 2- Piacenza, 
a city of sustainable neighborhoods. We have implemented ten main rules of study in both 
scenarios. We have imagined three  melines (2020, 2030 and 2040) for the implementa  on 
of the strategies in regards to the fact that not all the interven  ons can be done in the fi rst 
phase, but needs  me and prepara  on in order to reach to the kind of sustainable city we 
have envisioned.

.........



04 DESIGN



We are proposing to design a park in the loca  on of Arena Daturi and Laboratorio Pon  eri 
in order to connect the city center with nature. This park is going to be like a transi  on point 
between the urban fabrique and the nature. Therefore the design resembles nature in and 
also the history of the area while providing new public use and ac  vi  es in norhern sector.

A  er doing the general analysis on piacenza in 4 main Atlas topics and studying the site more 
specifi cally, we could understand the poten  als and issues of the site area. The following 
sketches show our studies on the site to fi nd the issues and propose solu  ons.



As men  oned in the previous chapter our site is located in a very strategic point because not 
only it has many heritage elements and buildings in itself but also has a very good closeness to 
the green areas of the city and also the river. We also men  oned that most of the ac  vi  es are 
now happening around the city center, mainly Cavalli square, which is connected t our site by two 
roads: One is Risorgimento Avenue which connects Piazza Cavalli to Piazzale Milano and passes 
east side of our site and Palazzo Farnese and the other is Via Citadella that connect from Piazza 
Cavalli and reaches to Piazza Citadella and then straight to the entrance of Palazzo Farnese. 

Open space in front of Crai market in Citadella St. which is going to become pedestrian oriented

The fi rst thing that we could see was this strong ax that can connect the city center to Farnese 
palace which is an important heritage from Renaissance era and goes toward the green areas 
behind it called Arena Daturi. We understood that this will be the main important pedestrian 
access for us in order to connect the city to nature. 
As  we could see in the GPS map in last chapter, most of the city center is in ZTL zone A which 
limits car access. We intend to extend this zone to our site, transforming the area to a pedes-
trian oriented space that can fulfi ll our idea of making a safe pedestrian access from the city 
center towards the nature.

The city center will be connected 
to nature by providing pedestrian 
oriented connections

An urban park will be designed that 
will be a transitional point from 
urban fabrique to nature

The above sketch is showing the northern sector, west north of our site where city & nature 
meet. We can see that with our project we intend to connect to the exis  ng parks and gree-
naries. from the west we are connec  ng to Trebbia Park and the green belt of the city and from 
north we are connec  ng to the Po river. We intend to remove the barriers between the center 
and the nature from the north sector providing a safe pedestrian access to people between 
the green areas.As we can see the riverside is full of sport centers. So we can say this area will 
be a very ac  ve area because it is now more accessible to everyone. 

The project is going to connect the green belt of the city to the green areas close to green sport and leisure area in riverside and Trebbia park.



The area around the Farnese palace and piazza casali and parco Daturi will be transformed to a 
new cultural hub of the city where diff erent ac  vi  es such as sports, educa  on, entertainment 
and leisure can take place

The other barrier for safe access to nature is the railway. We had two op  ons: 1- to make pe-
destrian bridges over the railway 2- removing the railway on ground level and move it under-
ground. Instead of adding pedestrian bridges only in some specifi c points, bringing the railway 
underground in this area, will provide a green and safe ground level access to pedestrians and 
bikes. also the area that we have can accomodate the necessery slope and lenght for it to work.

Piazza Citadella & Casali will become a 
pedestrian oriented, inclusive public space.



As men  oned earlier we are going to design an urban park in the loca  on of Arena Daturi 
and Pon  eri Laboratary. The park is going to be an inclusie public space where the city and 
nature meets. Therefore the park is going to be an organic shape park while represen  ng the 
contemporary era in architecture and art. The organic shape is inspired by the shape of the 
river. on the other hand, so   edges and organic shapes have be  er eff ect on conscious and 
unconscious mind of human beings, making them feel in peace and give them a sense of be-
longing to the space. 

The organic and curvy 
shape of River Po

The grid shape of the city, hard edges, 
No trace of nature, human made
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Concrete slab on grade 15 cm

Open graded base (100 mm thick stone)

Natura Soil

Stone Subbase (150 mm thick stone)

Concrete footing for
curb stone

White Gravel 10
mm

Wood deck

Grass

Light Pole

Trash bin



Open graded base (100 mm thick stone)

Natura Soil

Stone Subbase (150 mm thick stone)

Concrete footing for
curb stone

Natural Stone pavers

Loose Sand bed and
Bedding course (40mm to 50 mm)

Perennial garden

Benche

Grass



Loose Sand bed and
Bedding course (40mm to 50 mm)

          Open graded base (100 mm thick stone)

          Natural Soil

Stone Subbase (150 mm thick stone)

Lighting fixtures

Reinforced concrete structure

Granite pavement

Grass
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Lighting fixtures

Wooden fencing

Water pond

Greenary

Curb Stone

Granite pavement

Void (rubber or gravel particles)

Loose Sand bed and
Bedding course (40mm to 50 mm)

          Open graded base (100 mm thick stone)

          Natural Soil

Stone Subbase (150 mm thick stone)

White Gravel 10
mm
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Granite pavement

Void (rubber or gravel particles)

Night light for stairs

Reinforced concrete
stairs with concrete

finishing Granite pavement

Granite pavement

LED indirect
lighting

Grass
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Loose Sand bed and
Bedding course (40mm to 50 mm)

          Open graded base (100 mm thick stone)

          Natural Soil

Stone Subbase (150 mm thick stone)

          Concrete foundation

Aluminum frames

Wood planks

Concrete structure

Lighting fixtures

Granite pavement

Void (rubber or gravel particles)

Section

Reinforced Concrete structure with concrete finishing

Granite pavement

http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com
http://www.ArchT.com


Reinforced concrete structure with concrete finishing

Granite pavement

Void (rubber or gravel particles)

Loose Sand bed and
Bedding course (40mm to 50 mm)

          Open graded base (100 mm thick stone)

          Natural Soil

Stone Subbase (150 mm thick stone)

Granite pavement
Void for water infiltration

Water jets

Night light

Curb stone

Concrete foundation for curb stone

Grass

White Gravel 10
mm

White Gravel 10
mm

High pressure PVC pipes

Water

Spacers adjustable

Sloped surface for water draingae

Floating pavement


