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THE LILONG TIPOLOGY IN THE HISTORY OF THE CITY THE SYSTEM OF THE LILONG ALLEYWAYS
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The structure of the Lilong compound presents a 
relationship between public and private space. The outer 
commercial belt and the main lane can be considered an 
extension of the city. The sub lane is more private, closely 
related to the daily life of the dwellers.
Source: Citterio Leonardo, di Pasquale Joseph, “LOST IN GLOBALIZATION, the 
paradigm of chinese urban housing”. Milano: Jamko Edizioni, 2015
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LILONG

里弄 li lòng

lit.“li”:neighborhood“long”: alleyway
-1.a. lanes and alleys
b. neighborhood
-2. lane neighborhoods in parts of 
Shanghai, with modified Chinese 
courtyard houses, occupied by 
single families in the 1930s, now 
crowded with multiple families.  

SHIKUMEN

石库门 shí kù mén

lit. “Stone Warehouse Gate” 
-1. Is a traditional Shanghainese 
architectural style combining 
Western and Chinese elements 
that first appeared in the 1860s; 
consisting of two or three floors 
and a front yard protected with 
high walls.


