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Inauguration of the 
coastal oil depot S.A.C.L.I. 
(Società Anonima Carburanti 
Lubrificanti Italiani).

Request by Carlo Perdomini 
for building a storage facility 
and distribution of barrels

Piumital called to process 
raw materials to make plastic 
objects. 

ICIP resumes 
work on plants

Application for 
extension of 
concession for 
the industrial 
processing of 
mineral oils 
by ICIP

Agreement between 
ICIP and the French 
company Omnium 
and start of 
construction of the 
refinery with an 
annual throughput 
of 260,000 tonnes of 
crude oil

Expansion of the facilities for 
an annual capacity of 550,000 
tons of crude oil

Acquisition by Omnium of 
the entire Perdomini property 
with the brands OZO, AQUILA 
and TOTAL

Start of crude 
oil trade by river

Request of Amos 
Garosi (Belleli) 
to establish his 
company in the 
MantovaEst area

Artur Burton Bucheley, an 
Englishman living in Genoa, 
buys the area of the current 
Cartiera Burgo to build a large 
refinery, the only one patented 
in Italy

Building concession to the 
SIAP (Società Italo-Americana 
pel Petrolio), for a site in 
Porto Catena to fill and store 
the oil barrels, also provided 
with a pipeline to discharge 
oil liquids from the tankers to 
the area of the port.

Creation of ICIP 
(Industrie Chimiche 
Italiane del Petrolio)

SIC (Edison’s Società Italiana 
Chimica  joined by the US 
Monsanto) starts works on 
a new petrochemical plant 
using raw materials coming 
directly from the ICIP refinery 
via underground pipelines

Growth of logistics companies 
specialising in the road 
transport of petroleum 
products (GAM and Paganella)

River trade: 622.958 ton

Sicedison’s research 
centre opens

Start of oil products 
trade by river

Inauguration of Multigas
Industrie S.p.a. for the 
production of technical 
gases on the basis of 
agreements with ICIP

Inauguration of the Porto 
Marghera - ICIP pipeline

Sicedison, with 
Montecatini 
joining, becomes 
Montedison

River trade: 977.105 ton 

Expansion of styrene, 
polystyrene departments 
and start-up of phenol 
plant, one of the largest 
in the world

Opening of the A22 
Verona-Mantua section
with Mantova Nord exit

Pontoil decides to sell its entire 
oil business to the CAMELI 
Group, which continues to 
diversify into LPG, modified 
and industrial road bitumen 
and the acquisition of service 
stations.

Cracking plants of 
Montedison stop operting

Montedipe (from 1984) 
became Enimont S.p.A. 
(a joint venture between 
Eni and Montedison)

Enimont S.p.A. becomes 
Enichem S.p.A.

Chlorosoda process 
stops

The CAMELI group exits the 
oil sector and IES (Industria 
Energia e Servizi S.p.A.) 
acquires the majority of its 
shares.

SOL Group starts operating

EniPower 
starts operating

Authorization to the society 
“Carlo Perdomini Industrie 
Chimiche Mantovane” 
for the construction of a 
mineral lubricating grease 
production plant and start 
of work. 

3 / Evolution of the Mantua Petroleumscape

Territory of the municipality 
of Mantua expanded by royal 
decree, with a consequent 
increase in the municipal area 
from 580 hectares to 1765 
hectares. 

Document “A vital necessity 
of Mantua” of the Unione 
Fascista degli Industriali della 
Provincia di Mantua: various 
reasons for requesting the 
identification of a strategic 
industrial area for Mantua 
and the northern Italy with 
the relative tax concessions. 

PRG ed. by P. Bottoni e A. Poldi 
includes the new Sicedison area, the 
relocation of the Ostigliese road to 
the north of the Diversivo canal, the 
former Sisma canal is confirmed as a 
navigation infrastructure  and a new 
hydraulic arrangement is planned 
with uniform lake level at 16.50m/sl

Conference of the Lombardy 
PCI: Interpellation to the 
government signed by all 
the Lombardy Communist 
parliamentarians calling for a 
reform of the regulations on 
discharges and water quality

Conference on the state 
of pollution of the lakes 
and the Mincio river - 
Report to the city on the 
Mantua lakes, organised 
by the Mantua Industrial 
Association.

Establishment of a commission 
to assess the environmental 
damage caused by Montedipe

Establishment of the Riserva 
Naturale della Vallazza

IES-refinery and 
Montedison’s oil-fired 
thermoelectric power 
plants are converted 
to natural gas

The Provincial Doctor of 
Mantua issues a ban on 
bathing in lake waters due 
to serious bacteriological 
pollution.

Approval of the Galli Law 
(L. 36/94) for the protection 
and use of water resources

D. L. 152/99
regulates water 
discharges 
and strengthens
environmental 
protection

Montedison finances 
dredging work on 
the Mincio River to 
clean it of mercury 
released by chlorine-
soda cycles

Montedison builds 
incinerator for 
dangerous waste

Enichem S.p.A. becomes 
Polimeri Europa S.p.A

Polimeri Europa S.p.A 
becomes Versalis S.p.A

The “SIN Laghi di Mantova
e Polo chimico” was 
established by Law n. 179 
with a territory of 952 ha

Start of remediation work 
-IES/MOL around 4 mln euro, 
+ other mln/y for ongoing 
supernatant extraction
-SYNDIAL around 115 for the 
former discharge hill + 55 
millions for other areas of the 
site

Obtaining funds from 
the Ministry of the 
Environment for the 
reclamation of the 
Sisma canal.

Acquisition of IES by the 
Hungarian multinational 
Mol. The downsizing 
process begins, leading 
to the definitive closure 
of the refining cycle and 
the maintenance of the 
logistics system alone, 
with gasoline imported 
by pipeline.

The Economic Crisis reduces 
of 750 the number of jobs in 
the chemical-industrial pole

Start of Multifactory R84 project 
to bring innovative forms of 
work to former refinery workers’ 
homes

Pontoil buys the 
ICIP refinery.

Approval of the 
Merli Law 
(L. 319/76), which set 
quality objectives 
for discharges to 
be achieved by 1979 
and 1985, applying 
different tables of 
reference standards.

Conference promoted by the Antonio 
Gramsci Cultural Centre of Mantua 
on the theme “Pollution of Mantua’s 
lakes: a problem to be solved”. 
This was the beginning of a more 
systematic environmental monitoring 
and public administration action to 
reduce pollution. 

Construction of a 
purification plant 
by Montedipe

Launch of the characterisation 
plan for the lake areas of the 
SIN, to identify the areas to be 
reclaimed

Approval of the 
characterisation plan 
for the lake areas of 
the SIN

Train stop
Mantova Frassine

Mussolini’s government starts 
the construction of SISMA 
(Società Industrie Siderurgiche 
Meccaniche e Affini) steel 
and aluminium plant with 
agreements with Edison for 
the eneregtic production 

The Mantova-Frassine railway 
station becomes a service 
station and a building for 
offices and passenger transit 
is inaugurated.

Inauguration of the port 
of valdaro together 
with the completion of 
the development of the 
canale fissero tartaro 
and the San Leone basin

Constitution of the Regional 
Authorities and start of 
town planning policies 
aimed at combating the 
settlement dispersion of 
artisan-industrial areas. 

L.R. 31/8/77 n. 46 and n. 56 of 1978, support the creation of productive 
areas of supra-municipal importance. 

Creation of the COSVIM 46 consortium for industrial development 
in the Mantua area, which was given the task of dealing with local 
authorities’ urban plans for productive settlements (PIP). 

COSVIM 46 consortium approves PIP “Piano Particolareggiato della 
Zona Industriale di Valdaro” approved by the municipality of Mantova.

COSVIM 46 transformed 
into the Valdaro S.p.A, 
a public company.

The new company, 
commissioned by 
the municipalities, 
organises the areas 
north of Ostigliese
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area bought to build Italy’s 
first pantented refinery 
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