
Supervisor: Prof. Francesco Leoni
Assistant: Sara Ghirardini

Board:

Master Thesis of: Tshegofatso Mako
Matricola: 939763

L I M E S
LaLibeLa interpretation MuseuM and ethiopian sanctuary

POLITECNICO DI MILANO
SCUOLA DI ARCHITETTURA URBANISTICA INGEGNERIA DELLE CONSTRUZIONI  
Architecture- Built Environment_ Interiors

1

L I M E S

M A S S

V O I D

A f r i c a

t r a d i t i o n

v e r n a c u l a r

b u i l d i n g

C U L T U R E

p o l i t i c s

u r b a n i z a t i o n

To u r i s m

S U S T A I N A B L E 

f u n c t i o n

Tr e n c h

a c c e s s

s t o n e

e a r t h

s c u l p t u r e
e c o n o m y

d e s i g n

f o r m

h e r i t a g e

R E L I G I O N

S O U R C E

S I T E

t i m e  ( h i s t o r y )

r e s o u r c e

M A T E R I A L

g l o b a l  s o u t h

M E T H O D

L A L I B E L A  I N T E R P R E T A T I O N  M U S E U M  A N D  E T H I O P I A N  S A N C T U A R Y

A  r e s e a r c h  a n d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  p r o j e c t

LIMES is presented as the outcome of research and interpretation 

of a UNESCO world heritage site in Lalibela, Ethiopia. This 

research project seeks to explore the significance of an 

architecture which engages a deeper human connection with 

sacred spaces. 

As a museum and first point of contact for the complex, LIMES 

serves to aid in the overall experiential quality and understanding 

of the site.

Born from the process of carving stone, this architectural project 

positions itself on a subterranean level, hidden from plain sight. 

It celebrates atmospheric qualities of space, that being material, 

tactility of surfaces, light, Intimacy of rooms, permanence of 

material, mass, void and the presence of culture and spiritual 

practices. 

Together, The Rock-Hewn Churches and LIMES evoke an 

awareness of one’s position on this earth. There is an intrinsic 

comprehension of time, what has passed and the many years to 

follow. 

Lalibela is a site of significance which is characterised by:

1. The mountainous terrain 

2. Rock-Hewn Churches 

3. Religious significance 

The current site has a small ticket office with 1 room serving as 

the museum. There is a need to improve the facilities both for 

the preservation of the artefact and overall experience of the 

site. In addition, LIMES intends to capitalise on the exponentially 

growing tourism industry in the Amhara region. 

A museum serves as a mode of archiving, celebrating  and 

exhibiting knowledge. 

What am I doing?

Designing a museum and sanctuary

FOR

The living heritage and archaeological site, Lalibela

TO

Better preserve the knowledge, artefact and transition into the 

comprehension of the site

The site currently exhibits:

1. A high tourism rate

2. Inadequate facilities for locals and visitors

To design a sanctuary and museum in Lalibela is to provide an 

archive of knowledge and an experience which exhibits the 

expression of the site. The requirements in doing so is two fold. 

The first being research. Conducting research through various 

resources, including journals, online services, interviews etc. 

Simultaneous to the research, the identification of opportunity 

of what would be an essential addition to the site is necessary. A 

museum and welcome sanctuary is this manifestation.

The second phase is the development of the project through the 

interpretation of the research conducted. As a result LIMES is 

an ideological proposal which is realized through excavation and 

the realization of a new building.
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