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	 The research explored What is a surface?, Which 
are the principal elements who represent it? and What is the 
traditional and contemporary Colombian identity? Conse-
quently, the research takes a direction where the -five ther-
mal floors of Colombia will represent the authentic Colombian 
identity in all its senses.

	 The development of a design concept in which the 
juxtaposition of the main aspects of surface: color -texture -pat-
tern with the five layers of thermal floors of Colombia will rep-
resent the story behind the construction of the new surface.

	 The implementation of the new surface apply into 
a contemporary interior space dedicated to retail experience; 
the final result is the design of a single and multibrand store.

Surfaces treatments are one of the most attractive 
applications for young interior designers; they have the 
challenge today to reinterpret culture and identity of their 
country into a contemporary perception and transmit 
unique senses and meanings into space. -Colombia is 
selected as international culture due to the multi-cultural 
wealth, biodiversity full of senses, exotic lands and large 
folklore to explore.

Therefore, the main purpose of the project is to analyse 
Colombian identity and apply it towards a contemporary 
environment, transforming the impression and feeling of 
interior space throughout the development of a new surface. 
The following project consists of three phases: the research, 
the development and its implementation:

1-

2-

-contemporary inspirations

Concept Design

WHAT IS THE SENSORY
IDENTITY OF COLOMBIA?

Geography
Biodiversity
Folklore & Traditions
Ethnics
Patriotic Symbols
Agriculture & Exotic Food
Crafts & Art
Materials
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Tourism
Architecture

Thermal floors

OVERALL
RESEARCH

DIRECTION
RESEARCH

CLEAF

FRAME  
AWARDS

INSPIRATIONS

RELIEVE 
TROPICAL

colorful 
guacamayas

HOT

WARM

COLD

MOOR

SNOW

endemic
flower

colorful
hummingbird

cloudy
landscape

white
landscape

exotic 
flavors 

traditional
coffee

earth 
taste

wild
fruits

white
cocoa

carnival
rhythms

country
side

city

calm
nature

dense wind
sound

tropical
odors

roasted 
smell

eucalyptus
pine odors

musty-moss
smell

neutral
snow

craft
iraca palm

fique 
fiber

pottery
clay

esparto
fiber

handwoven
fibers

Artesian textile art
traditional Col. patterns

natural fibers
by Tomás and Cristina Vera 

VerdiDesign

Le tapis in caña flecha
application natural fiber
handwoven technique

2019 - France

Acande

Digital platform 
highlight Contemporary 

Colombian Design
ProColombia

Design Room

Handmade artisan tiles 
variation color- patterns

interior inspiration
by Luisa Aldana

Icono Taller

Woven chairs
Technique fibers

ancestral patterns 
by Rafael Zuñiga

Tucurinca

Showroom - Exhibition for 
Salone del Mobile
interior Col identity

 2015 - Italy

Marni

Juxtaposition of three mainly elements of surface COLOR 
- TEXTURE and PATTERNS from Colombian traditions with 
the five layers of the thermal floors previously analyzed by 
senses to create a complete sensory identity of Colombia. 

A dynamic and interactive board is designed where the 
visual and tactile sensations express a unique perception 
of the Colombian  identity.
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 “Tropical Relief “
 Development of a new surface
inspired in Colombia identity
and its implementation in an 

Interior Space

3-

Here is where Relieve Tropical is created: 
a visual, tactile, emotional surface will express 

a unique perception of Colombian identity.

- Research

- Development

-sensory identity
5 thermal floors

Decorative paper N3
Material: Fique and Copper threads
Inspiration: Endemic biodiversity, flora, 
fauna and natural landscape

-Rombo-
means womb 

where life begins
symbol of family

unity, group

Muisca soul

#040000

#7b4320

#543624 Perpetual Snow-

Decorative paper N1
Material: Fique and Copper threads
Inspiration: Endemic biodiversity, flora, 
fauna and natural landscape
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Andean Cross
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Decorative paper N2
Material: Fique and Copper threads
Inspiration: Endemic biodiversity, flora, 
fauna and natural landscape
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Single brand store

Window display

Seating area 
Runway 
Backstage models and staff

Workshop/ lessons 
handwoven technique
Wall Natural fibers
curtain separate space

Entrance
Checkout
Exhibition area: 
Base with floated 
handbags
Stand Bags
Public WC

Sense Board

VERDI design
FASHION STORE
Handwoven Artisan 
Colombian handbags
Natural and metal fibers

INTERACTIVE
Exhibition in constant movement 
Interaction inside - outside
Artificial light enhance details

Show elegance, sophistication of the details 360º 
Sense of fascination, admiration,

 contemplation

exhibition
store

EXHIBITION
AREA

WINDOW
DISPLAY

11.02

3.73
4.68

inside

outside

Pattern
inspiration

“Roll”

esc 1:125

esc 1:125

weaving lag
workshop

fashion
event store

-Retail experience-Floor Plan

-front view

-touch wall

-material board

natural&artificial
 light analysis 

-section A 
esc 1:125

-section A 
esc 1:125

-section B 
esc 1:125

air circulation

 -acoustic

-design details

-exhibition area

-weaving lab

-fashion event store

-display outside

Design inspired by a traditional Colombian wo-
ven technique called roll, which consists in a spi-
ral weave made by Fique natural fiber. It represent 
resonance with ancestral the time, the connection 
with the past and brings back traditional Colombi-
an craft and reinterprets old techniques in a con-
temporary perspective.

Appreciation
Contemplation

Purchase
Shop

Touch experience
Wall Decorative Paper

Learning traditional Colombian woven 
techniques
Active area

Appreciation performance 

Open - Free space
Continue Circulation - Interaction with the space

-journey/time experience

-touch wall
Interaction with decorative paper CLEAF

esc 1:125

WINDOWDISPLAYINTERACTIVE 
WINDOW DISPLAY

EXHIBITION
AREA

WINDOW
DISPLAY

11.02

3.73
4.68

Ceiling -WOOD

structure –steel profiles 
Possibility of 3 lines for hanging bags

Rotation system 360º 
Lighting spotlight

Rope with ring

Hanging Handbag

Supporting system
Moves up-down

Base in concrete
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Ceiling -WOOD

structure –steel profiles 
Possibility of 3 lines for hanging bags

Rotation system 360º 
Lighting spotlight

Rope with ring

Hanging Handbag

Supporting system
Moves up-down

Base in concrete
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Ceiling - WOOD

structure – steel profiles 
Possibility of 3 lines for hanging bags

Rotation system 360º 
Lighting spotlight

Rope with ring

Hanging Handbag

Supporting system
Moves up-down

Base in concrete
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Hanging Handbag

Supporting system
Moves up-down
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WINDOW DISPLAY
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Ceiling - WOOD

structure – steel profiles 
Possibility of 3 lines for hanging bags

Rotation system 360º 
Lighting spotlight

Rope with ring

Hanging Handbag

Supporting system
Moves up-down

Base in concrete

Ceiling - Wood

Structure
wood beams

SINGLE BRAND STORE INSPIRATION

Traditional Colombian  woven technique “Roll”
Spiral weave made by Fique natural fiber

Starting from the center - rolls up.
“TREE OF LIFE” represente resonate with ancestry and the
connection to the past. Piece brings back Colombian craft and
reinterprets traditional techniques

RELIEVE TROPICAL
 “Tropical Relief “

 Development of a new surface
inspired in Colombia identity
and its implementation in an 

Interior Space

- Implementation



SNAKE LAYOUT

POLITECNICO DI MILANO | SCUOLA DEL DESIGN
CORSO DI LAUREA MAGISTRALE IN INTERIOR  AND SPATIAL DESIGN 
THESIS INCUBATOR STUDIO | A.Y. 2019-20 
Professors: Giovanna Piccinno, Anna Barbara, Cristina Morbi, Giulia Pellegrino
Assistants: Daniele Mazzinghi, Alice Zingales
Student Name: Giset Paola Páez C

Multibrand store

Multibrand fashion area

Coffee Shop
Ordering area Freezers
Pastry shelf

Showroom area
Home shop

COLUMN + RAIL SYSTEM
Columns are separated every 5 meters
Rail system Vertical-Horizontal direction

Duplicated in the floor and ceiling

PANELS
Panels are located in between the columns

Parallel movement

FLEXIBLE CONFIGURATION PANELS
Panels have multiple layouts

Layout create different geometrical patterns
Panels configure the interior depending of the 

need of the space

CEILING
60% Ceiling is covered + 

wood acoustic panels alternated in 
between the beams

40% Covered Metal Pergola

MATERIAL
A. Transparent Panel

Possibility to open (Door-Window)
B. Semitransparent Panel

Color film with pattern
C. Solid Panel - Decorative paper 

DIMENSION
Panels dimension according to the space 

between the columns 
Easily movement : Panels are divided in 

the middle  

MULTIPLE COMBINATION
A. Solid/Semitransparent

B. Solid /Transparent
C. Transparent/Semitransparent

(Open - Door)

ADDITIONAL PROFILES
Dedicated for the joint in between 

panels and walls 

Main Entrance
Exhibition area –
 Temporary expositions (2 level)
Fitting area (x2)
Storage (x2)
Services WC
Checkout – counter 
Offices (2 level)

Garden
Food Truck 
Playground

Sense Board

Wall flexible System

open
space

esc 1:250

fixed spaces

fashion
department

food
department

furniture
department

-Retail experience

-Multiple layouts

-Ground Floor Plan

-material board

natural&artificial
 light analysis 

-front view
esc 1:250

-section A 
esc 1:250

air circulation  -acoustic

-fashion department

-food department

-furniture department

Appreciation
Contemplation

Entertainment

Appreciation
Contemplation

Appreciation
Contemplation

Purchase
Shop

Purchase
Shop

Purchase
Shop

eat
drink

Flexible
expanding area

Flexible
expanding area

Panels - touch experience
Interaction with decorative paper CLEAF

DEPARTMENT STORE
Fashion, Furniture, Food store
Wall flexible system create multiple 
configuration of the inner space
Inspiration: Colombian patterns
Precolombino symbols

Artisans, natives and indigenous from Colombia 
have been kept alive the traditional patterns from 
generation to generation and have transmitted 
their identity, meaning and symbology over the 
time.
Ancestral influence comes from the Pre-Colonial 
period (5000 b.c), nature and cosmos were rep-
resented by abstract and figurative designs spe-
cially with geometric shapes.

MULTI-BRAND STORE WALL FLEXIBLE SYSTEM 

MATERIAL PANELS

SOLID PANEL
Decorative paper

SEMI-TRANSPARENT PANEL
Film with patter

TRANSPARENT  PANEL
Possibility to open

Door/window

MULTIPLE COMBINATION

4,8m

2.4m

3m

1.20m

MULTIPLE COMBINATION
Solid/Semitransparent

ADDITIONAL PROFILES
For joints

MULTIPLE COMBINATION
Solid/transparent

MULTIPLE COMBINATION
transparent/Semitransparent

Open create door

DIMENSION PANELS

COMPLETE PANEL
Between Columns
4.80x3.00x0.20

MOVING PANEL
2.40x3.00x0.203m

MATERIAL PANEL
1.20x3.00x0.203m

CORNER BETWEEN
PANELES
L shape

PROFILE BETWEEN
PANELES

0.20x0.10x3.00

PROFILE BETWEEN 
WALL-PANEL

0.10x0.10x3.00
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 Colombian patterns
Precolombino symbols 

Principles
Symmetry – Ordering – Balance 

Rhythm - Repetition

5 x 5m

25m2

esc 1:500 esc 1:500 esc 1:500 esc 1:500

5 x 5m

25m2
5 x 5m

25m2
5 x 5m

25m2
5 x 5m
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