01 SYNOPSIS

Rapid urbanization, driven by industrialization and population growth, caused frag-
mentation within city landscapes, dividing them into urban, peri-urban, and rural
zones. Desakota, a fusion of ‘desa’ (village) and ‘kota’ (city), embodies the blurred
boundaries between these regions. Found in quickly urbanizing areas, Desakota
zones integrate agricultural, residential, and industrial elements, showcasing intricate
interdependencies between rural and urban spaces. This hybrid approach empha-
sizes efficient management and resources for metropolitan growth while highlight-
ing the necessity of a macro framework connecting rural and urban infrastructure.
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02 CHESS ANALOGY | METRO-MATRIX
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03 FRAMEWORK- MEERUT
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Focusing on the north section for intervention results from a meticulous anal-
ysis using strategies inspired by chess analogy and insights from the metro-ma-
trix study. Key factors reinforcing this choice include a strong diagonal pattern
from Delhi, vast ecological spaces, and a significant canal connecting primary
roads. This aligns with a holistic view seen on the map, emphasizing settle-

Design Process: Prelim Plan

ments, green spaces, infrastructure, and water bodies.

The area breakdown into urban, peri-urban, and rural segments offers a com-
prehensive city fabric understanding, Urban clusters along primary roads, while
peri-urban zones connect indirectly via secondary pathways. Yet, the south-
east lacks an intermediate transition zone. Rural regions connect through ter-

tiary routes, distanced from urban activity.

While these areas interconnect, some ambiguities contribute to discontinuities
in the overall network. The planning phase integrates morphological studies,
land use, and green infrastructure, establishing a secondary axis bridging ut-
ban-rural segments. Intermediate connectors link settlements to the canal. En-
hancing public green spaces via a green boulevard unifies these diverse areas.

Implementing a fading settlement pattern prioritizes reduced volume in rural
zones, gradually decreasing density from urban to rural areas. This strategy
respects each zone’s unique character and needs in the broader urban-rural

spectrum.
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04 DESIGN PROJECT A

Design Process: Phases
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Masterplan

Design Detail

Rural

Mobility Hub Horticulture Agricultural Processing
Public Service Education/ Community centre Industry

Stewards

. Public spaces- well-maintained,
accessible, and serve the community

Green Water Infrastructure
Agricultural Green E Existing Canal E Fast Spine
Existing Public Green . Existing Pond- Water at Rest E Medium Spine

. Proposed Public Green . Proposed Wetland- Water in Action E Slow Spine

Design Illustrations

1. The illustration shows the right flange of the design project consisting of mixed use settle-
ment and merging into agriculture.

2. This illustration shows the composition of the space from Peri-urban smoothly transitioning
to the rural.
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- Design Illustrations
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