
L O W S L O P E S

O R TA  L AK E  S L O P E

A c e r  p l a t a n o i d e s - T i l i a  e u ro p a e a - F r a x i n u s  o r t u s
i n v a s i o n

60% is the chestnut variant
(formerly cultivated 

in the basal belt)

S T R E S A  S L O P E
20% is the beech variant

(formerly cultivated 
in the basal belt)

abandoned pastures and crops
90% is private property

H I G H - I N T E R M E D I AT E  ALT I T U D E S

M O T TAR O N E  C U S I AN O

F a g u s  s y l v a t i c a

F a g u s  s y l v a t i c a

the most common variant is 
with mixed broadleaves

S T R E S A  S L O P E
presence of coppice forests

 that are converting to a 
transitional high forest

about 50 per cent is municipal property
oligotrophic beech trees account for 94% of the category

H I G H E R  ALT I T U D E S

M O T TAR O N E  C U S I AN O

R e f o re s t a t i o n

S T R E S A  S L O P E
60% of the category is located

 on the Stresian side
 mainly on the 

Borromeo family's land

point component
 reforestation of the upland plain 

with mixed conifers and pure picea

H I G H - I N T E R M E D I AT E  ALT I T U D E S
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M O T TAR O N E  C U S I AN O

I n v a s i v e  w o o d l a n d s

numerous disjointed 
cores present

numerous disjointed 
cores present

S T R E S A  S L O P E
numerous disjointed 

cores are also present with 
beech and rowan trees

about 40 per cent are birch trees

I N T E R M E D I AT E  ALT I T U D E S
A l n u s  g l u t i n o s a

They are almost entirely (90%) 
dominated by black alder 

in typical hygrophilous formations
on valley floors and 

in waterlogged situations.

I N T E R M E D I AT E  ALT I T U D E S

L O W E R  Q U O T E

C a s t a n e a  s a t i v a

C a s t a n e a  s a t i v a A c e r  p l a t a n o i d e s

F r a x i n u s  o r n u sF r a x i n u s  o r n u s

F r a x i n u s  o r n u s

A c e r  p l a t a n o i d e s

A c e r  p l a t a n o i d e s

T i l i a  E u ro p a e a

T i l i a  E u ro p a e a

T i l i a  E u ro p a e a

M i x e d  c o n i f e r s

M i x e d  c o n i f e r s

C a s t a n e a  s a t i v a

C a s t a n e a  s a t i v a

C a s t a n e a  s a t i v a

B e t u l a

B e t u l a

B e t u l a

B e t u l a

C a s t a n e a  s a t i v a

at lower altitudes 
there is the oak 

infiltration variant

H I G H E S T Q U O T E
at higher altitudes 

the variant with 
beech is present

70% is privately owned
(fragmented ownership typical of Alpine valleys)

01.   P ioneer scrublands

02.   Fagus sylvat ica

03.   Reforestat ion

04.   Castanea sat iva

05 .   Acer platanoides

06.   Ti l ia Europaea

07.   Fraxinus ornus

Baveno, Belgirate, Brovello Carpugnino, Casale Corte Cerro, Gignese, Gravellona Toce, Omegna, and Stresa: all of these mu-

nicipalities, with the exception of Belgirate, contribute to the formation of Mottarone, a relief between Lakes Orta and Mag-

giore. Chestnut forests, which make up about half of the forest cover and are mostly located on the shore of Lake Orta 

and the plain of the municipalities of Gravellona Toce and Baveno, clearly predominate due to the region’s lower heights. 

Large privately held pastures once existed, but they have been increasingly abandoned since the turn of the century, giving 

rise to large Maple-tree-grasslands, invasion thickets, and artificial reforestations.

This region is home to a large number of unique wildli-

fe species because of the distinctive character of the ecosystems represented there. 

There are known to be 27 species of Cerambycid Coleoptera, 17 Lepidoptera Ropalocerae, 1 species of Cyclo-

stomes, 27 species of bony fish, 3 species of amphibians, 7 species of reptiles, and 25 species of mammals. 

It is the region with the highest level of biodiversity on a provincial scale for this taxonomic category, with 181 bird species 

reported, of which 72 are breeding. Regarding reptiles, the region is one of three provincial locations where Natrix tassellata 

is known to exist (Bionda et al., 2002).

Fagus sylvatica is a tree belon-

ging to the Fagaceae family. 

We find it mainly on the nor-

theastern slope and at higher 

altitudes.

Acer planatoides is a tree be-

longing to the Sapindaceae 

family. Along the slopes of 

Mount Mottarone, we find it 

below 600 meters in elevation.

Tilia europaea is an arboreal or 

shrubby plant in the Malvace-

ae family. Along the slopes of 

Mount Mottarone we find it at 

lower altitudes.

Fraxinus ornus is a plant in the 

Oleaceae family. Along the 

slopes of Mount Mottarone we 

find it at lower altitudes.

Castanea sativa is a tree be-

longing to the Fagaceae fa-

mily. Along the slopes of 

Mount Mottarone we find it in 

the lower altitudes, below 800 

meters.

The main occurrence of re-

forestation on Mottarone is 

particularly on the Borromeo 

family properties found in the 

municipalities of Stresa and Gi-

gnese. These are therefore re-

forestations of the upland pla-

ne, mainly with mixed conifers 

(34%), with pure picea (16%).

Several species along the slo-

pes of Mount Mottarone have 

a tendency to have a pione-

er attitude. Approximately 40 

percent of the pioneer and 

invasion species are Betuleti, 

which occupy collapsed are-

as formerly used as pasture or 

traversed by fires.
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