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Materials research on the bags has shown that the majority of existing bags of both natural and synthetic material
can be used. Natural woven jute bags have not been used by the architect because of toxic chemical preservatives
like formaldehyde; instead, a synthetic, low UV (ultra-violet) resistant degradable material has been preferred. The
bags or long tubes are used primarily as temporary flexible forms. In a temporary building, the bags are allowed to
degrade and the building returns to earth. For permanent structures, the synthetic bags are plastered over to
provide an erosion resisting layer, or they can be removed when the stabilized earthen filler is cured. The barbed wire
is four-point, two strand, galvanized barbed wire and is recyclable. The earthen materials of clay and sand, with straw
and water which have been used to make traditional sun-dried mud-bricks for millennia are not always available, nor
do those most in need of a home have the time to make blocks, dry them and store them. By filling bags directly
from the land and reinforcing with barbed wire, almost any earth can be used and the speed of building is much
faster yet still in the hands of people.




