super adobe

Superadobe (sandbag and barbed wire) technology is a large, long adobe. It is a simple adobe, an
instant and flexible line generator. It uses the materials of war for peaceful ends, integrating traditional
earth architecture with contemporary global safety requirements. Long or short sandbags are filled
with on-site earth and arranged in layers or long coils (compression) with strands of barbed wire placed
between them to act as both mortar and reinforcement (tension). Stabilizers such as cement, lime, or
asphalt emulsion may be added.

This concept was originally presented by architect Nader Khalili to NASA for building habitats on the
moon and Mars, as “Velcro-adobe”.
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