
POLITECNICO DI MILANO
FACOLTA' DI ARCHITETTURA E SOCIETA'

LAUREA SPECIALISTICA IN ARCHITETTURA

SUPERVISOR: GODI OLIVIERO

CULTURAL CENTER 
NEAR THE HOLY PLACE “MANJILI-ATA” 

ON THE SOUTHERN SHORE OF LAKE ISSYK-KUL

AUTHOR: BAKAI OSMOEV 749791

2010-2011



     The holy place “Manjili-Ata” in southern shore of  Issyk Kul Lake is very 
important to the people that live in these areas. It is a place where people pray for 
wellness and ask from holy spirits for what they couldn’t have. Such as: offspring, 
health, wealth, fortune, etc. There are eleven springs and each of  them have its 
own meanings, properties and features. It is interesting how two springs, with the 
distance between them of  one meter, have different taste and color. These and 
many other facts with rich historical heritage make this place special, important, 
different, mysterious, and spiritual. 

      Site and project should be strongly connected to each other and they cannot 
survive without supporting each other. Project or architecture is made by people, 
it is important that people have to identify themselves on the site. And through 
various element such as history, geography, philosophy etc. they have to 
understand where they are, why and how long. 

     Site, in another word is place, has a spirit and it depends on the environment. 
Understanding place is very important, because without knowing the site it is very 
hard to dwell in this environment. 

     Identifying yourself  in space, so as in place improves the understanding of  
human existence. Very well thought and built project or architectural monument 
can be psychologically readable and philosophically right in between the 
environmental surroundings. A relationship of  people and place are very important, 
because people are generators of  life itself, and depending on their philosophical 
thinkings and poetical believings the place and project can have special identity 
and meaning.

     One of  the reasons why I chose this place for my project is that I want to improve 
the esthetical appearance of  the buildings and architecture. Find an identity of  this 
place that would match landscape and architecture. Second, my aim is to create 
a comfortable environment for international guests who visit the site every year and 
in many quantities. I think the recognition of  the holy place, through my future 
proposal, is very important for development of  human spirit and has possibility of  
economical growth in the region.   
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LOCATION - KYRGYZ REPUBLIC, CENTRAL ASIA

PROPOSAL AREA

LAND:
 200,000 km2

80% MOUNTAINS 
HIGHEST PEAK AT 7,439 M

LAKE:
ALTITUDE 1,609 m

182 km LONG ,60 km WIDE
OVER FIFTY HOLY PLACES

UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITE
SECOND LARGEST MOUNTAIN LAKE AFTER TITICACA

EXISTING FACILITIES 
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1-5. SLEEPING ROOMS
6. RESTING AREA
7. DINING
8. KITCHEN
9. STORAGE
10. WC
11. TECHNICAL 
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