
A NEW ISPARTAKULE 

THE SITE AREA

The site area      ISPARTAKULE       is located in the western periphery of Istanbul, its an area where two actors
are present Toki a Turkish goverment entity that builds mass housing projects of poor quality, and the gecekondu
people: People that built their houses in an abusive way and now live in small improvised ubran fabrics composed
by many abusive houses, that lack the services a normal city has.

The goal of the project is to provide an economical housing proposal that does not lack the services of a 
city but also overcomes the scarcity of quality of the Toki approach of planning.
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Istanbul expansion Map



Settlements Map



The inhabitants instead, declare an unconcious distance with the urban 
background, where the relations of user-space are difficult to be defined, 
an impractical
corrispondance of spaces and actions.

 Turkey  is a country of strong traditions and posses a uninque cultural 
matrix, though is obsessed with the economical and social progress, suf-
fers from a poor civil urbanity, that will be hard to fix in the future.

The  TOKI neighborhoods in their intermediate phase of construction, 
with their nude structures, they reflect a monotony and almost random 
seriality not explainable by the final configuration of their masterplan, 
but they create a catalogue of
uniform spaces that don’t integrate, and at the same time a possible neu-
tral canvas for the future family stories of their inhabitants.

A places and spaces thought in order to satisfy the needs instead of just hosting the new metropolitan inhabitants.



From the historical model of the Gecekondu neighborhoods-informa structures- that are stratified temporary contributing to a 
redefinition of a constructed horizon that is fragmented and infinite.
 In the nebulous Istanbul periphery, Toki neighborhoods arise. New public neighborhoods that surpass the ineficiency, but bal-
anced historical residential matrix, but are a fruit of an immaginary modern city, a soap opera stereotype neighborhood (of the
society of the spectacle)
Places and spaces that don’t espace the privatization dynamics, gated communities, isolated neighborhoods , a fruit of a commis-
sioners dream capable of attracting middle/upper class citizents in a paradise of artificial safety and inevitable solitude



mono block typology
urban design 
disrupts  flexible nature 
of gecekondu 
foreign to the topography 
aggressive
no suggestion by the land
15-30 storeys



Photographs from “Istanbul New Stories”  by Paola de 
Pietri

Territorial  Model Plan



 Ispartakule was inhabited since paleolithic mes 
(VI a.d. earliest findings)
It was known as sparadon in the Byzanne and 
Roman Era. 
Evidence of the earliest human occupaon, exist
on the cave of Yarimburgaz.



The Sehnitepe village is a rare case of Gecekondu
urban fabric. Its rectangular block subdivision is
due the owner of the land, that did so in order to 
distribute the land to his sons.

Also its one of the few  Gecekondu areas where 
the residents own the land, but of course did not
had any permission to build on their land.had any permission to build on their land.











TOKI buildings in phase of construcon in 2012.
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THE UBRAN PLAN OF TOKI

Total area : 9.238.256 m2 =923.8 hectares

Total housing area: 2.833.550 m2 = 283.355 hectares

Total population= 300-600 people per hectare circa 170.013 
people
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Park
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Primary education

kindergarden

GOVERMENT REGULATIONS AND THE TOKY MASTERPLAN

                                                            REQUIRMENT                                                         TOKI
   Kindergarden                                                    
(1 m2 per person)                            170.013 m2                                                    78.762 m2  

Primary school
(4.5 m2 per person)                         765.058 m2                                                    275.460 m2

Middle/High school                        510,039 m2                                                    910.303 m2
(3 m2 per person)   

Green areas                                       1.700.130 m2                                                 235.149 m2
(10 m2 per person)     

Health facilities                                 680.052 m2                                                   235,149 m2
(4 m2 per person)   

Cultural facilities                              425,032 m2                                                   153,164 m2
(2.5 m2 per person) 

Social facitilites                                 255.019 m2                                                  79.142 m2
(1.5 m2 per person)
 
Public community                           68.005 m2                                                     0 m2                                        
(4 m2 per person)
 
Religious facilities                            85.006 m2                                                     38.887 m2
(5 m2 per person)

Goverment facilities                       850.065 m2                                                    0 m2
(5 m2 per person)

Technical infrastructure                 680.052 m2                                                   241.202
(4 m2 per person)

                                                                              

500 m



50

400 m

OROGRAPHY

By studying the project area we can  categorize the orographical pendences, on three groups
thus becoming the base for three different areas that can impose diverse urban morphologies,
 if someone wishes to take advantage of the opportunities the pendences offer.
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ABC
Maximum pendence 9% 
Minimum pendence  5%

Maximum pendence 10% 
Minimum pendence  3%

The stripe

6%9%8%7% 7%8% 7% 8%5%6%6%

10%
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LEARNING FROM GECEKONDU



GECEKONDU RESIDENTIAL BLOCKS
STUDY
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GECEKONDIFIED!

The site area Gecekondu roads and blocks formation The area filled with Gecekondu

500m



This is a random urban fabric of the Gecekondu 
neighborhood.



  The urban fabric if carefully observed gives us some
hints of new possibilies.

In red we have  group of houses that act like connectors
of the various anomalies that are presented on the grid.

In blue we got rows of Gecekondu that have voids, some 
are big some are small.
In Yellow we got rows that are  dense and close.In Yellow we got rows that are  dense and close.
In orange we got houses that are scaered and are 
about o become a yellow or a blue block. These
typologies can be a base for the future city.



CIRCULATION



CIRCULATION

Site area Primary roads Secondary roads

500m
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PARK SYSTEM

Possible flows due precipitation Possible growth paths Urban heat islands circles

500 m





By simply  removing the modules and cu ng the volume of the wall in order to create iconic mountains we obtain two results

First : By creang openings in the view , so we can place the buildings closely with the minimal visual interference between them.

Second: By the randomizaon of the slopes and the strong visual impact through repe on of building itself but also of the presence
of a fih facade (the rooop)  we can have a new city that can be idenfied from afar, with its characterisc forms.

Terraces Possibilies of form

Funcons
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10m

Final
Facades

The modules of the
appartments are 
positioned in a random
manner in order to
create a unique facade
everytime we get a 
new building built.

Also some of the 
modules are unified 
in order to host 
common functions.



5m

Plan example and facades possibilities

 The building itself is composed by diffrent modules 
of appartments, above we can see a 
combination, of diverse types of appartments. 

The terraces are regulated according to the slope 
of the buildings facade so in that way we 
can obtain diverse balconies of diverse dimensions.

The scehemes on the left, are the some examples 
of the abacus that we can compose our
buildings.
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Schematic Section



Scheme of a  City Block

The city block develops more or less like the Gecekondu blocks, but within the space between the builidings we have thematic stripes, stripes that host functions and spaces for events.

One stripe can be mixed retail and culture, another could be leisure areas. When we have a big void between buildings, we can have a square or a public function that needs an excessive
use of space.

Around the building we have a buffer zone of 5 meters that provides the floor appartments a safe zone between the public space and their windows.Also the privacy enhanced by the 
difference of heigh between the ground of the public space, and the floor of the appartment.

Bus station

Bike sharing 
Station

Public function /square

Limited traffic road
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