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Tehran, the capital and the most populated city of Iran has been always in challenge with metropolis issues such 
as pollution, tra�c, safety, lack of green and etc.
In order to �nd long term solutions and improvement strategies, Master plan of Tehran has been published with 
the vision of Iranian origin and Islamic identity, diverse public spaces and safe and stable city which should be 
driven in all programs and activities of Tehran.
Expo of Tehran constructed on 1965 to place internal and international fairs and events. Its permanent site was 
located in the northern part of city in area of 850,000 square meters and during fast expansion of the city, It is 
now located in intersection of two important and over-crowded highways of Tehran. This considerable area has 
120,000 sq. Meter indoor exhibitions, 35000 sq. Meter Outdoor exhibitions, 22 hectare of green areas and lots of 
expo facilities.
Now around �fty years after its construction with no fundamental and serious renovation and also enlargement 
of the city in its surrounding, it has started to cause lots of problem not only in its functions but also for the city 
which �nally its location became a place just to host a few international exhibitions.
Heavy tra�c and blocked highways by lots of visitor cars during exhibitions, not enough parking areas, air and 
sound pollution in its neighborhood and old and out of date indoor exhibitions were some of the most impor-
tant problems that forced municipality of Tehran and urban planners to consider another options for holding 
expos in other sites and investigate new functions for this area.
In the master plan of Tehran, this area has been considered as a new commercial administrative and services 
zone with overcoming green and open to �rst of all, transfer it to an active and useful hotspot for its neighbor-
hood and then for the city and state scale. Also with extension in its green areas, it will be able to reduce pollu-
tion and improve urban landscape entity.
Our all options to cover the changing strategies and re activation programs in this site categorized in three 
di�erent hypotheses: �rst of all, have a radical approach and destroying and rebuilding In order to create "a 
new". Another option was preserving and renovation of the old texture and rehabilitation by adding new 
functions and the last one, changing the existing and adding new functions in terms of keeping the same 
quality and spatial sense of previous space. These approaches according to abilities, facilities or limitations of 
each part of the site has been chosen even had the possibility of being mix together to �nd the best solution.
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For rehabilitation and according to its physical programing which was the output of the series of analysis on the 
city of Tehran and its master plan, sort of new functions was found necessary and inevitable therefore inserted 
in design programming. Related to the �rst approach which mentioned, after analyzing the quality of the 
former buildings and open spaces, those which were damaged and abandoned removed from site plan and 
large area of the former site changed to a new courtyard for farming and gardening. According to second one 
and also to cover up all the required functions building with acceptable quality of space, material and facilities 
got new functions and for the last one but not the least some exhibitions transferred to the new playgrounds 
for children.

Finally similar to all large scale urban strategies, these area needed economic support as well to achieve all 
aspects of its numerous changing strategy which will be provided by involvement of individuals therefore by 
adding a new residential complex to the part of its site it was achieved and on the other hand, this new residen-
tial complex will bring about high quality and safe urban space for the area.



Designing process for the Expo site has three di�erent phases.

  - First phase starts from the latest master plan of Tehran. In this phase the focus is on the green 
network of the master plan.
By passing this step, the analysis switch to the existing greenery and after that it leads to the general 
idea for the Expo site in the metropolitan scale.
  - Second phase focuses on local scale. It starts from the general analysis of the form of neighborhoods, 
their networks and the connections between them. 
A brief view on the formation of Tehran in two deferent periods shows the main pattern of the fabric 
creation in the neighborhoods and city in general. These analyses direct the designing process to 
connect the site with surroundings as much as possible.
  - Last phase is the sum up of the above phases in the site scale. Major attempt is to give a unique 
identity to the site with the attitude of open space. This procedure is inspired by the look to historical 
and traditional way of urban planning in Iranian cities especially in Tehran.

DESIGNING PROCESS
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TERRITORIAL MAPS RELATED TO GREENERY SYSTEM IN TEHRAN 
DESIGNED IN 2005 
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STATUS OF EXISTING  GREENERY

13







IDEA OF PRESERVING THE VOID
CONNECTION BETWEEN AXES
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ANALYSES OF TEHRAN OLD TOWN IN TWO PERIODS
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TEHRAN IN 1852
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NEIGHBORHOODS’ ANALYSES
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Similar to old town, the pattern which formed new city is, di�erent quarters that have divided by various 
elements such as: highway, topography, river and canal.
These districts connect to the city or to other ones by GATES which are main roads.
Tehran Expo site also has the same character of its surroundings. It is enclosed by two highways which made it 
isolated from its neighborhoods.

FORMATION OF THE SURROUNDING NEIGHBORHOODS
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ANALYSES ABOUT MAIN INFRASTRUCTURES
RIVERS,LAND USE, TYPOLOGY AND MORPHOLOGY OF SURROUNDINGS
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RECEPTIVE BUILDINGS
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River and canal

RIVERS  AND CANALS
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