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!
ZE!

R/25:4:S!34!68250!P8030::2!321!12A080!9/1!:788750!;28645217!7!12!R/25:4:S!34!68250!

P8030::2! 321! 12A080! 9/! /5! :788750! ;7342;75:7! O78:417b! 0b! 76/21;75:7 b! 32112!

34OO7875L2! :82! P803/::4A4:S! ;28645217! 371! 12A080! 7! P803/::4A4:S! ;7342! 371! 12A080b!

.a7! 34P7537! 3211N7129:4.4:S! 37112! ./8A2! PJ,Pb! .40]! 32117! 4P0:794! .a7! A756050! O2::7!

846/2830! 1N75:4:S! 374! 87534;75:4! ;28645214! 37.879.75:4! 371! 12A080C! $N45:/4L4057!

872149:4.2!34!=4.2830!XEDEZY!]!.a7!12!9.71:2!374!:788754!32!;7::787!2!.01:/82!34P7532!

321!14A7110!34!O78:414:S!374!:788754!9:7994>!94!.0;45.78S!2!12A08287!12!:7882!P4_!O78:417b!

P04!94!P29978S!24!:788754!;750!O7.0534b!O450!2!82664/56787!1N2PP7LL2;75:0!37O454:0!

;28645217b! 0AA780! 41! :788750! ;750! P803/::4A0! :82!:/::4! R/7114! 379:452:4! 2112!

.01:4A2L4057C!!

!

%1! P8030::0! ;28645217! 371! 12A080! 505! ]! /6/217! 21! 9212840b! ;2! 2112! 90;;2! :82!

921284! 7! P80O4::4C! $2! R/0:2! 379:452:2! 24! 12A082:084! 849P7::0! 21! :0:217! 371! 87334:0!

52L405217!P8030::0!34P7537!3211N0OO78:2!34!12A080b! .a7!=4.2830! .05943782! .09:25:7!

45!:78;454!34!68250HZ!X#lY C!$2!30;2532!34!12A080!505!]!37:78;452:2!32112!./8A2!PJ

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
P0994@417!349765287!/5N/54.2!./8A2!45!8712L4057!23!/5!.05:79:0!45!./4!12!:7.5010642!]!
.05943782:2!32:2C!!
HZ!\4757!4P0:4LL2:2!/5N7129:4.4:S!45O454:2!3711N0OO78:2!34!12A080!849P7::0!2!/5!14A7110!34!
9212840!32:0C!i/79:0!]!45!2..0830!.05!1N299/5L4057!P80P09:2!32!+21:a/9!97.0530!./4!
41! 5/;780! 34! 12A082:084! 2/;75:2! X211N45O454:0Y! R/2530! 4! 921284! 9050! ;2664084! 371!
14A7110! 34!9/9949:75L2! 7! 34;45/49.7! X211N45O454:0Y! R/2530! 9050! 90::0! 41! 14A7110! 34!
9/9949:75L2C!!
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,-./012"34"5.6787"

,-./012"
34"98./7"

!"#$%&"'

(!)*%&&%'
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=.#*)L+Y&24.%+MKUr\N+
!
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+Pb! ;2! 321! ;7..2549;0! 34! 2../;/12L4057! 371! .2P4:217! .a7! 37:78;452! R/25:4!

12A082:084!P099050!:80A287!4;P4760!23!/5!14A7110!374!921284!P284!2!#lC!B5!2/;75:0!

37110! 9:0.T! 34! .2P4:217! 675782! /5! 2/;75:0! 37112! 30;2532! 34! O08L2! 12A080! 73! /5!

.05976/75:7! 2/;75:0! 371! 9212840! 34! 7R/414@840! .05.7990! 24! 12A082:084b! R/4534! 41!

P80.7990! 34! 2../;/12L4057! 34! .2P4:217! 2/;75:2! 1N2872! #lQ+! 379:452:2! 24!

12A082:084!79:753753012!45!084LL05:217!XQ+!94!9P09:2!A7890!379:82b!;75:87!lQ!505!

94!9P09:2!1/560!12!A78:4.217YC!!

%!P80O4::4!9050!.05943782:4!.0;7!P28:7!87943/217b!0::75/:4!.0;7 !34OO7875L2!:82!41!

P8030::0!;28645217!371!12A080!7!12!R/0:2!379:452:2!24!921284C!%1!82PP08:0!374!P80O4::4!

849P7::0!24!921284!37:78;452!41!:2990!34!P80O4::0!P78.75:/217!371!.2P4:217!/:414LL2:0!45!

P803/L4057C!!

$2! 87534:2! 57112! :70842! 37112! 349:84@/L4057! 371! 87334:0! 84.2834252! 299/;7! /5!

A21087!.75:8217!45!R/25:0!]!41!P84;0!374!:87!O2::084!P803/::4A4!.a7!A4757!87;/5782:0C!!

)7112!?46/82!MCM!A4757!25214LL2:2!/5! .290!14;4:7b!45! ./4!:/::0!41!87334:0!P8030::0! ]!

2PP752!9/OO4.475:7!P78!P26287!4!12A082:084!7!4!P80P847:284!:7884784C!-7!12!P803/L4057!

0::75/:2! 324! :788754! P4_! O78:414! 505! ]! 9/OO4.475:7! 2! 903349O287! 41! O2@@490650! 34!

/5N7.050;42b!94!454L4250!2!12A08287!4!:788754!97;P87!;750!O78:414b!.a7!84.a473782550!

/5! ;266408! /:414LL0!34! O08L2! 12A080! P78! 0::75787! 12!9:7992! R/25:4:S! 34! 0/:P/:!374!

:788754!34!P84;2!R/214:SC!i/79:0!P80.7990!P/e!43721;75:7!.05:45/287!O450!2!R/2530!

0654! 9456010! 2PP7LL2;75:0! 34! :7882! ]! .01:4A2:0b! 0AA780!R/2530! A4757! .01:4A2:0!41!
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-./0123"45"6/7898"

-./0123"
45":9/08"
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=.#*)L+&4&**&*.+&+Y&24.%+MKUr\N+
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;750! P803/::4A0! :82! :/::4! 4! :788754! 2! 349P094L4057!X:788750! ;28645217YC! "04.ao! 4!

P80O4::4!9050!87943/214b!4!.2P4:2149:4!0::7882550!R/7112!P28:7!34!87334:0!52L405217!.a7!

2A25L2! /5 2! A01:2! 87;/5782:2! 12! .12997! 374! P80P847:284! :7884784! 7! 374! 12A082:084C!

i/2530!1N7.050;42!82664/567!41!P/5:0! 'b!R/4534!R/2530!12!./8A2!PJ+P!45.80.42!12!

87::2! lQb! 41! P80O4::0! 87649:82:0! 324! .2P4:2149:4! ]! P284! 2! L780b! 45! R/25:0! .4e! .a7! 94!

0::4757! 321! P80.7990! P803/::4A0! ]! 2PP752! 9/OO4.475:7! P78! 84P26287! 4! P80P847:284!

:7884784!7!4!12A082:084C!!

-7.0530! =4.2830! XEDEZY! 10! 9:7990! P80.7990! 34! 2../;/12L4057! 371! .2P4:217! 32!

P28:7!374!.2P4:2149:4!30A87@@7!P08:287!23!/52!:75375L4217!843/L4057!37112!R/0:2!34!

P80O4::0!9/1! :0:217!371!87334:0!52L405217!P8030::0C!B5!2/;75:0!37112!30;2532!34!

12A080!30A/:2! 32! /5! 2/;75:0! 37110! 9:0.T! 34! .2P4:217!O2! 2/;75:287! 41! 14A7110! 371!

9212840!.05.7990C!%5!2..0830!.05!+21:a/9b!/52!;2664082L4057!371!9212840!.0;P08:2!

/52! .879.4:2! 37112! P0P012L4057! 73! /5! .05976/75:7! 45.87;75:0! 371! O2@@490650! 34!

@754!2684.014b! .a7!P/e!799787!903349O2::0!9010!79:7537530!12! .01:4A2L4057!25.a7!2!

:788754!34!R/214:S!45O784084C! )71!1/560!P784030!R/79:0!P80.7990!2AA25:26642!942!12!

.12997!374!12A082:084b!.a7!A737!.879.787!41!14A7110!371!9212840!.08849P09:0b!942!12!.12997!

374! P80P847:284! :7884784b! .a7! A738S! 2/;75:287! 12! P80P842! R/0:2! 849P7::0! 21! :0:217!

P8030::0b!;75:87b!25.082!/52!A01:2b!12!.12997!.a7!9/@49.7!/52!P7834:2!]!R/7112!374!

.2P4:2149:4!.a7!A737!34;45/487!4!P80P84!P80O4::4C!!

C9= D%,012),+.(.(',+8*)$$,(#,')&*.5(*&(0)#$%)"12),+.(0.*(%.00)$,(#.',+0,(Q&%R(

!
$2! :70842!37112!349:84@/L4057!371!87334:0!34!+28[!P28:7!321! .05.7::0!34! ;2:84.7!

84.2834252! 34! 9/8P1/9b! ;75:87! 714;452! 32112! P80P842! :82::2L4057! 41! P845.4P40!

;28645217!374!O2::084!P803/::4A4C!)71!S&5"*&2)+X+28[!XEDVZYYb!45O2::4b!505!A4757!O2::2!

5799/52!349:45L4057!25214:4.2!:82!87534:7!7!P80O4::0b!45!R/25:0!41!12A080!505!87649:82!

87534;75:4!;28645214!37.879.75:4!X7R/4A217!2!3487!.a7!57112!?46/82!MCH!12!./8A2!PJ

,P!7!12! ./8A2!PJ+P! .045.43050YC!B5N21:82!34OO7875L2!849P7::0!21!12A080!34!=4.2830!

XEDEZY!]!.a7!41!P87LL0!.08849P09:0!24!12A082:084!505!]!O4992:0!45!:78;454!34!R/25:4:S!

P8030::2! 34! 68250b! ;2! 45! :78;454! 34! /5!675784.0! @757! 34! .059/;0C! $2! R/0:2!371!

87334:0!52L405217!P8030::0!X45.1/97!17!87534:7Y!849/1:2!R/4534!799787!37:78;452:2!

97;P14.7;75:7!321!9/8P1/9!34!/5!@757!P8030::0!32!/5N/54:S!34!12A080!.a7!7..737!41!
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.09:0!371!12A080!9:7990C!)71!P282682O0!HCE!94!]!90::014572:2!1N4;P08:25L2!.75:8217!374!

P80P847:284! :7884784! 57112! :70842! 34! =4.2830b! .05943782:4! .0;7! 12! .12997!

P8730;4525:7!7!12!P84;2!23!799787!87;/5782:2!/52!A01:2!.05.1/92!12!P803/L4057C!

$2! 8721:S! 09978A2:2! 32! +28[! ]! /5N21:82>! 12! 349:84@/L4057! 371! 87334:0! A4757!

37:78;452:2!211N45:7850!371!P80.7990!P803/::4A0!73!]!12!849/1:25:7!34!/52!.05:45/2!

10::2! O82! 3/7! .12994b! 4! .2P4:2149:4! 7! 4! 12A082:084C! $7! 8264054! 2112! @297! 34! R/79:0!

.2;@42;75:0!849473050!0AA42;75:7!5711N7A01/L4057!3711N7.050;42!A499/:0!32!+28[C!

$N45:803/L4057! 34! 5/0A7! :7.5010647! 34! O457! #::0.75:0! P80A0.2! 41! P29926640! 37117!

7.050;47 ! 32! /5! 949:7;2! @292:0! 9/11N2684.01:/82! 23! /5! 949:7;2! @292:0! 9/117!

453/9:847b! 57117! R/214! 1N/:414LL0! 37112! O08L2! 12A080! 45! ;254782! 8712:4A2;75:7! P4_!

P803/::4A2!P78;7::7!34!87649:8287!:2994!34!P80O4::0!P4_!717A2:4C!$N4;P08:25L2!8712:4A2!

37112! :7882!A4757! 2! 843/894b! ;75:87! 2/;75:2! 41! P790! 3711N453/9:842! 9/1! :0:217!

P8030::0b!.2/92530!.09n!/50!9P09:2;75:0!37112!O08L2!12A080!3211N2684.01:/82!A7890!4!

97::084!;254O2::/84784C!!

"78!614!7.050;49:4!.12994.4!41!.05.7::0!34!A21087!]!9:87::2;75:7!1762:0!2112!:70842!

371!A21087!12A080b!25.a7!97!211N45:7850!34!R/79:2!437010642!94!P099050!4375:4O4.287!

21./57! 34OO7875L7C! "78! -;4:a! 7! =4.2830! 41! A21087! 34! /5! @757! ]! 4375:4O4.2@417! 32112!

R/25:4:S!34!12A080!9:87::2;75:7!57.7992842!P78!P803/887! /5N/54:S!34!@757b!R/4534!

299/;7!/5!A21087!45:84597.0!371!P8030::0b!45!R/25:0!]!R/21.092!.a7!]!52:/821;75:7!

2990.42:0!21!P8030::0!9:7990HDC!"78!+28[!41!A21087!]!84608092;75:7!2990.42:0!24!;034!

34!P803/L4057!230::2:4!P78!P803/887! /5N/54:S!34!@757b!90::014572530! .0;7! :/::4! 4!

;7..2549;4 b!7!P4_!6757821;75:7! :/::0! .4e! .a7!9/..737!9/4! ;78.2:4!371!12A080b!374!

@754! 7! 37112! ;057:2b! 01:87! 23! 799787! 45:78.0557994b! 9050! 9/@083452:4!21!P80.7990!

P803/::4A0b!.a7! 84.0P87! /5! 8/010! 37:78;4525:7! 57112! P87978A2L4057! 371! 949:7;2!

.2P4:2149:4.0C! ,5.a7!12!3452;4.2!37112!349:84@/L4057!371!87334:0!:82!614!4534A43/4!]!

37:78;452:2! 211N45:7850! 3711N2;@4:0! P803/::4A0b! 30A7b!97.0530! +28[b!94! 675782! 41!

P1/9A21087b!45:790! .0;7!12!34OO7875L2! :82!41!A21087!34! /52!37:78;452:2!P803/L4057!

675782:2!32!/52!.78:2!R/25:4:S!34!O08L2!12A080!4;P4762:2!73!41!P87LL0!84.0509.4/:0!

321! P099799087! 374! ;7LL4! 34! P803/L4057b! 0AA780! 41! .2P4:2149:2b! P78! 87;/578287! 41!

.05:84@/:0!12A082:4A0! 57.7992840! 2! P803/887! R/7112!9:7992! R/25:4:S! 34! 0/:P/:C! %1!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
HD!-4! ]! 9014:4! 84O784894! 211N437010642! 34! -;4:a! 7! =4.2830! 371! A21087! .05! 41! :78;457! 34!
R/25:4:S!34!12A080!45.08P082:0!45!/5!@757C!
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97.0530!:78;457!37112!34OO7875L2!82PP87975:2!41!9212840!.08849P09:0!324!.2P4:2149:4!24!

12A082:084!9/1! ;78.2:0!371!12A080b! ;75:87! :/::0!41!A21087! .a7!7..737!R/79:N/1:4;0!

.09:4:/49.7!41!P1/9A21087b!.a7!87;/5782!4!P099799084!371!.2P4:217C!B52!A01:2!A753/:0!

41! P8030::0!O454:0b! 41! .2P4:2149:2! 8479.7! 2! ;057:4LL287! 41! P1/9A21087! P8030::0! 7! 2!

:829O08;2810! 45! P80O4::0b! 12! ./4! 87214LL2L4057! 7! 2../;/12L4057! 82PP87975:250! 614!

/54.4!0@47::4A4!37112!.12997!.2P4:2149:2C!!

-7!P78!=4.2830!41!P80.7990!34!2../;/12L4057!2AA4757!R/2530!614!45A79:4;75:4!45!

.2P4:217! a2550! /5! 87534;75:0! 9/OO4.475:7! P78! .0;P759287! 41! 849.a40! P8790b!57112!

:70842! 34!+28[! 41! P80.7990! 34! 2../;/12L4057! 32! P28:7! 37117!4;P8797! ]! /52! 9.71:2!

0@@1462:2!2!.2/92!37112!O08:7!.05.08875L2!P87975:7!9/4!;78.2:4C!%5!P87975L2!34!O08:4!

7.050;47!34!9.212b! .0;7! :7084LL2:0!32!+28[b!P4_!682537! ]!12!9.212!34!P803/L4057b!

;2664087!928S!1N7OO4.475L2!.05!./4!1N4;P8792!0P782b!R/4534!4!.2P4:2149:4!9050!4530::4!2!

8745A79:487! P28:7! 374! 1080! P80O4::4!P78! 0::75787! R/0:7! 34! ;78.2:0! 97;P87! P4_!

8417A25:4!P78!A45.787!12!10::2!.0;P7:4:4A2HFC!

"78!R/25:0!846/2832!41!12A080b!45A7.7b!57112!:70842!34!+28[!R/79:0!]!.05943782:0!

.0;7!/52!A782!7!P80P842!;78.7!9.2;@42:2!9/1!;78.2:0!7!2.R/49:2:2!324!.2P4:2149:4!

P78!799787!P04!459784:2!571!P80.7990!P803/::4A0C!%1!9212840!.08849P09:0!24!12A082:084!]!

9P7990!9.a42..42:0!21!14A7110!371!9212840!34!9/9949:75L2b!45!R/25:0!1N0OO78:2!34!12A080!

6757821;75:7! 9/P782! 12! 30;2532! 34! 12A080C!*/825:7! 41! P80.7990! 34!

453/9:84214LL2L4057! 34! /5N7.050;42b! 45O2::4b! 21! .879.787! 37117! 34;7594054! 37117!

4;P8797! .2P4:2149:4.a7!41!12A080! .a7!P84;2!782!P87975:7!571!97::087!2684.010!A788S!

29908@4:0! 571! 97::087! 453/9:84217b! 30A7! 94! 87649:82! /5! 14A7110! 34! P803/::4A4:S! 371!

12A080!8712:4A2;75:7! ;2664087C!%5!R/79:2!O297!34!9A41/PP0!3711N7.050;42!45! ./4!12!

.879.4:2! 37117! 4;P8797! 2AA4757! 682L47! 2112! 34;45/L4057! 371! P790! 374! 97::084! P87!

.2P4:2149:4.4b!1N2/;75:0!3711N0OO78:2!34!12A080!]!97;P87!;2664087!3711N2/;75:0!37112!

30;2532!34!12A080C!)71!1/560!P784030b!P78eb!12!.05:45/2!2../;/12L4057!34!.2P4:217!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
HF !%1! P80.7990! 34! 2../;/12L4057! 371! .2P4:217! 30A87@@7! P08:287! 23! /52!
.05.75:82L4057!37112!P803/L4057!57117! ;254!37117!4;P8797!34!9/..7990C!%5!R/79:2!
94:/2L4057!34!;050P0140!.2P4:2149:4.0b!+28[!P87A737!.a7!1N7.050;42!P0992!75:8287!
45! /52! O297! 34! .8494! 30A/:2! 23! /52! .2875L2! 34! 30;2532! 7OO7::4A2C! $N45.79925:7!
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(2015), possiamo provare a stimare le dimensioni della classe media come la quantità 

dei redditi compresi tra i due terzi del reddito mediano e il doppio del reddito mediano. 

Nella &2@7112!KCH sono riportate le stime ottenute. Il reddito mediano è aumentato da 42 

mila $ all’anno circa, fino ad un valore di 53,5 mila $ circa, quindi l’intervallo relativo 

alla classe media si è spostato verso valori di reddito pro capite più alti. Se andiamo 

però a vedere la percentuale di famiglie appartenenti a questo intervallo, possiamo 
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notare come il valore sia diminuito dal 2000 al 2014: se prima il 52% delle famiglie 

apparteneva alla classe media, nel 2014, negli Stati Uniti, questa percentuale è diminuita 

fino ad un valore pari al 43%. 
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