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The main idea of the thesis is to bring back life to almost abandoned medieval village Shatili, which is 
located in Georgia, a country on the coast of the Black Sea, which geographically, has been variously 
classified as being entirely part of Europe, or as having territory in both Europe and Asia. 
The village is a unique complex of medieval-to-early modern fortresses and fortified dwellings, which 
functioned both as a residential area and a fortress guarding the northeastern outskirts of the country. 
The fortress consists of the terraced structures dominated by flat-roofed dwellings and watchtowers, 
built mainly between the 7th and 13th centuries, which cluster together to create a single chain of 
fortifications.
In 1950-1960, during industrialization period in the Soviet Union, the inhabitants of the mountain 
regions were forcibly resettled by the government to the cities. After this action, Khevsureti region 
became empty and lifeless. Some of them later returned to their homeland, but many villages then 
were deserted forever and above all, village was no longer self-sufficient. 
In 1980, an innovative approach “bring back mountains to mountain people” was established. 11 new 
houses were built, approximately 15 families dwell in Sahtili during the summer, some of the houses 
function as guest houses as it is an important destination for tourists and mountain trekkers, but still, 
people cannot inhabit the village permanently because of cruel winter and lack of vital facilities.
The project represents the connection of old Shatili complex with all new interventions. It consists of 
medieval architecture regeneration, inserting of new self-sufficient houses, vital functions, traditional 
handcraft manufacturing, attractions for tourists, farming and agriculture. The intent is to make the 
village work by natural resources as water, sun and biomass. 
According to the project, all the chain of elements will create a sustainable self-sufficient village, it will 
bring back local resettled inhabitants, will attract more visitors, so the village will be lived during the 
hole year life cycle.
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Georgia is a country in the Caucasus region of 
Eurasia. Located at the crossroads of Western 
Asia and Eastern Europe, it is bounded to the 
west by the Black Sea, to the north by Russia, 
to the south by Turkey and Armenia, and to 
the southeast by Azerbaijan. The capital and 
largest city is Tbilisi. Georgia covers a territory 
of 69,700 square kilometres (26,911 sq mi), 
and its 2016 population is about 3.72 million.

Tourism in Georgia is growing constantly, each year 10% approx-
imately. 

During 2016 the growth number reached 16,7%.
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Shat i l i  was  bui l t  in  di�erent  per iods,  mainly  
f rom VI I  to  XI I I  centur y.  From the beginning 
i t  was  a  is  a  unique complex of  medie-
val - to - ear ly  modern for t i�ed for tresses  
complex.
I n  that  per iod the v i l lage was  composed 
only  by dwel l ing,  which had di�erent  
func t ions.  They had common use spaces,  
sa int  zone,  p laces  for  the cutt le,  defensive 
bui ldings.

Shat i l i  in  1700-1900 Shat i l i  in  1940-1950

IN this  per iod the main 
change in  the masterplan 
was  the church bui lding.
i t  was  a  pr iod when big 
inter vent ions  have been 
made for  the chr ic t ianit y  
of  Shat i l ians.

I ndustr ia l isat ion:
Dur ing this  per iod inhabi-
tants  of  Shat i l i  were 
forced to  move f rom the 
mountains  to  the towns,  
becase the government  
could not  control  the 
dwel lers  of  the mountains  
and cheap workers  were 
needed.

Give back the mountain  to  
the mountain  dwel lers :
This  was  new direc t ion of  
the countr y.  I t  was  decid-
ed to  restore  and maintain  
the Cultural  Her i tage and 
bul id  some houses  for  
Shat i l ians  that  are  wi l l ing 
to  return and l ive  in  
SHat i l i .
Dur ing this  per iod some 
of  the struc tures  were 
bui l t  by  the dwel lers  
themselves.

Shat i l i  in  1970-1980

M t s k h e t a - M t i a n e t i  ( G e o r g i a n :   i s  a  r e g i o n  
( M k h a r e )  i n  e a s t e r n  G e o r g i a  c o m p r i s i n g  t h e  
t o w n  o f  M t s k h e t a ,  w h i c h  s e r v e s  a s  a  r e g i o n -
a l  c a p i t a l ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  i t s  d i s t r i c t  a n d  t h e  
a d j o i n i n g  m o u n t a i n o u s  a r e a s . T h e  w e s t e r n  
p a r t  i s  c o n t r o l l e d  b y  t h e  b r e a k a w a y  R e p u b -
l i c  o f  S o u t h  O s s e t i a  s i n c e  1 9 9 2  a n d  t h e  i n d e -
p e n d e n c e  o f  G e o r g i a .

S h a t i l i  i s  a  h i s t o r i c  h i g h l a n d  v i l l a g e  i n  G e o r -
g i a .  T h e  d i s t a n c e  f r o m  t h e  c a p i t a l  T b i l i s i  i s  
1 5 0  k m .  I t  i s  l o c a t e d  o n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  s l o p e  
o f  t h e  G r e a t e r  C a u c a s u s  m o u n t a i n s ,  i n  t h e  
h i s t o r i c a l  G e o r g i a n  p r o v i n c e  o f  U p p e r  K h e v -
s u r e t i  a t  a b o u t  1 4 0 0  m e t e r s .  



THE STORY OF THE ANCIENT SETTLEMENT

Shatili is a historic highland village in Georgia. The distance from the capital Tbilisi is 150 km. 
It is located on the northern slope of the Greater Caucasus mountains, 

in the historical Georgian province of Upper Khevsureti at about 1400 meters. 
The village is a unique complex of medieval-to-early modern fortified fortresses complex, 

It is cluster of fortified flat-roofed stone dwellings and towers built mainly between the 
7th and 13th centuries, it functioned both as a residential area and a fortress guarding the 

northeastern outskirts of the country.  
The village is very near the border with Chechnya and its inhabitants were constantly 

at risk from incursions in to their territory from their neighbors. 
The complex was unique from defensive point of view. Instead of a wooden roof these watch 

tower domiciles became flat-roofed to avoid assault by fiery arrows. 
When the enemy did attack, the villagers simply disappeared from the streets and the 

village closed itself down. Each house was connected with others via ladders or windows 
and movement was possible out of sight of antagonistic fire.  

There was plenty to eat even after the village was sealed. The houses extended to four or 
five storeys. On each level a different kind of livestock would be kept. 

The top floor was the living area for the family and the only one with anything more 
than tiny slits for windows. New buildings were built on terraces close to old ones so 

eventually the village encircled itself in stone, structures staggered from the outside in. 
It became a single fortification, each house could not withstand much outside pressure 

but became one component in a long and twisting chain.
The last attack took place in 1813, after some days of fire attack, some of the important 

building were destroyed. After that incursion no major changes have occurred. 
In the beginning of 1950 dwellers of Shatili were forcibly resettled by the government to the cities, 

in order to employ mountain dwellers to have work and survive. 
After this action, Khevsureti region became empty and lifeless. Some of them later 

returned to their homeland, but many villages then were deserted forever and above all villages 
and its farming was no longer self-sufficient. 

Much of the population remained in the town forever, but still many of them 
has chosen semi-nomadic  stay in the mountain with goods and cattle 

during the summer and return to town in the winter. 
In Khevsureti five six families settlement is considered as a big village, 

some villages have only one family or even one stubborn person, 
which does not leave his familiar place for decades.

Protection of Shatili architectural complex started in 1970, 
when it was declared a cultural heritage monument 

and was added to the list of monuments that must be restored. 
Works were implemented on roofs, water management, balconies, 
terraces and internal structure reconstruction. For the second time, 

in 1998 other improvements on roofs, damaged walls, 
balconies, terraces, stairs, windows have been implemented, 

some foundations were reinforced by concrete. 

From 2007 Shatili is included in Unesco world heritage sites tentative list. 
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Old Shatili view

House Functional scheme before intervention
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DESCRIPTION OF THE NEW VILLAGE PROGRAM:
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