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Due to the sudden rise in temperatures, 

the melting of the Ossola Valley glaciers 

began, which, with their erosive action, 

went on to smooth the granite of 

Monte Mottarone, creating the current 

morphology.

For centuries, the landscape of Monte 

Mottarone has been characterized by 

the presence of small rural villages, 

consisting of courtyards of buildings 

distributed around a vegetable garden 

and their associated stables and barns, 

with thatched roofs, near the mountain 

pastures.

In 1875 the first trip to Monte Mottarone 

was organized by the Italian Alpine Club.

In 1901, a cross about 15 meters high was 

built on the summit of Monte Mottarone, 

which would become an important 

landmark in the landscape: it is made of 

Carrara marble, while the base is made 

of Baveno granite.

The Stresa-Mottarone railway is 

inaugurated: 1,200-meter difference in 

elevation is covered in one hour; it is 

the first electric-powered rack-and-

pinion railway in Italy. During the winter, 

bobsledding and jumping are now also 

practiced.

In 1943 due to a short circuit, the Grand 

Hotel Mottarone burns down: it will 

never be rebuilt. A few years later CAI of 

Omegna builds two shelters: the hut at 

Alpe dell’Omo and the Grand Baita CAI 

on the summit of Mt.

In 1964 the Stresa-Mottarone railway 

was officially closed and dismantled. 

The little train is retired and in its place, 

in 1970, the Stresa-Mottarone cable car 

is built and put into operation.
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Thanks to the findings of necropolis and 

objects of daily use, the presence of 

the Leponti along the slopes of Monte 

Mottarone during the Iron Age has been 

established. The Leponti were an Alpine 

people who spoke the Celtic language.

While in the Alps the first signs of 

industrialization date back to the 1950s, 

on Monte Mottarone this phenomenon 

began in the second half of the 1800s.

In 1884, thanks in part to the intervention 

of the Italian Alpine Club, the first hotel 

on the mountaintop was built: the Grand 

Hotel Mottarone was opened.

Grand Hotel Mottarone remains open in 

winter: the Mottarone Ski Club is born 

and ski seasons begin.

In 1930 the road from Armeno to the 

top of Mt. was opened, opening it up to 

automobile tourism. Soon afterwards, 

the first slalom races were also held 

and a trampoline made of iron pipes 

was built.

In 1948 the road connecting the 

Alpino locality to the summit of Mount 

Mottarone was built: the road was 

private and was built by the Borromeo 

family.

Due to an accident in May 2021, the 

cable car was closed and now the 

summit of Mount Mottarone can only be 

reached by one’s own private vehicles. 

Climate change has drastically reduced 

snowfall events: ahead lies a snowless 

future for Mottarone and consequently 

no ski season.
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M O N T E  M O T T A R O N E
T h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  M o n t e  M o t t a r o n e

R U R A L  L A N D S C A P E
O n  t h e  s l o p e s  o f  M o u n t  M o t t a r o n e ,  
t h e  a n c i e n t  r u r a l  l a n d s c a p e  i s  l e s s  
r e c o g n i s a b l e  t o d a y .  S i n c e  t h e  M i d d l e  
A g e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t s  l a n d s c a p e  h a s  
b e e n  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  b y  r u r a l  b u i l d i n g s  
( h o u s e s ,  b a r n s ,  f a r m s t e a d s )  o f t e n  
d i s t r i b u t e d  a r o u n d  s m a l l  c o u r t y a r d s .
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A N C I E N T  L A N D S C A P E S
T h e  c u r r e n t  r o u n d e d  s h a p e  o f  
M o t t a r o n e  d e r i v e s  f r o m  t h e  s h a p i n g  
a c t i o n  o f  g l a c i e r s  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  
r e s u l t i n g  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  f r o m  f o u r  
g l a c i a t i o n s .  T h e  a n c i e n t  i n h a b i t a n t s  
o f  t h e  r e g i o n  w e r e  t h e  L e p o n t i ,  a n  
a n c i e n t  A l p i n e  p e o p l e .
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S K I  E R A
T h e  s p r e a d  o f  s k i i n g  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
1 9 0 0 s  t r a n s f o r m e d  M o u n t  M o t t a r o n e  
i n t o  a  m o u n t a i n  f o r  t h e  m a s s e s ,  
t h a n k s  t o  i t s  p r o x i m i t y  t o  l a r g e  c i t i e s  
a n d  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  r a i l w a y .  F r o m  
h e r e ,  t h e  l a n d s c a p e  b e c a m e  
p o p u l a t e d  w i t h  h o t e l s ,  s k i  f a c i l i t i e s  
a n d  s p o r t s  e q u i p m e n t .
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M O D E R N  M O S A I C
To d a y ,  t h e  l a n d s c a p e  o f  M o n t e  
M o t t a r o n e  a p p e a r s  a s  a  m o s a i c  o f  
e l e m e n t s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  a d d e d  o v e r  
t h e  c o u r s e  o f  i t s  h i s t o r y ,  i n  p a r t  
i g n o r i n g  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  
e c o l o g i c a l  a n d  l a n d s c a p e  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  a r e a .
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IRON AGE NECROPOLIS

MEDIEVAL VIABILITY
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