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The project area;
Milano, Porta Romana ex rallway yard

Porta Romana railway yard is one of the un-
derused areas that is located in a strategic
point of the city, at the crossroad between
the radial Corso di Porta Romana, the an-
cient 'decuman’ and the external ring way,
one of the main roads of the city's struc-
tural system. It is a place of interference
and encounter between the dense and
consolidated fabric of the ‘central’ city and
the more heterogeneous and rarefied set-
tlement of the Modern city (20th century).

Reading and understanding the site
through key concepts: voids, traces
and limits: The site of the intervention is
defined by the Porta Romana railway sta-
tion, an urban ‘gap’ that can be read :
as an extended void, a ‘place’ in a state
of avandonment and awaiting new trans-
formation; an ‘internal’ limit between
the most consolidated part of the city to
the north and the peri-urban part to the
south; a significant ‘threshold’ of the city,
a potential place for future modification.

sible green spac-
griculture fields
&rallway yards

Limits

railway tracks & high-

ways

es & import-

ant historical roads

Within a complex urban reality and its large landscape and territorial potentials, the work will focus
on the main goals consisting in the construction of an architectural and urban resilient sys-
tem, able to react at the fragile and critic contemporary conditions,

Porta Romana site, a threshold that acts as a central spine, characterised by: connected
green system; increased sustainable mobility; improved grey infrastructure system; enhanced blue
infrastructure - water as 4th dimension_ time; interconnected attractive areas; integrated collective
spaces.

The crossing of thematic environments
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READING THE SITE

Urban analysis

READING AND
UNDERSTANDING
THE SITE THROUGH KEY
CONCEPTS :

VOID VOID, LIMIT, TRACE

ACCESSIBLE GREEN SPACE, FROM ANCIENT TIMES UNTILL
AGRICULTURE FIELDS  NOW, THE URBAN FABRIC OF
RAILWAY YARDS(FARINI,  MILAN STARTS EVOLVING INTO
GRECD, LAMBRATE, MORE VOIDS, THE BUILT UP
ROGOREDO, AREA IM THE HISTORIC

PORTA ROMANA, PORTA  CENTER COVERS ALL THE
GENCVA,  LAND AND LESS VOIDS ARE

5AN CRISTOFORO)  SEEN. COMING TO THE END
OF THE RINGS, NOWADAYS
THE BUILT UP AREA BECOMES
MORE SEPARATED LEAVING
SPACE FOR THE VOIDS. THESE
VOIDS ARE CONSIDERED THE
ACCESSIBLE GREEN SPACES
ARCUND ALL MILAN, BUT
ALSO THE RAILWAY YARDS
WHICH SOMEHCW ARE VOIDS
WAITING FOR FUTURE
PROJECTS.

THE ANCIENT MILAN HAD
ALSO LIMITS, THESE LIMITS
ARE CONSIDERED THE FIRST
ROMAN RING AND THEN THE
SECOND RING. THESE RINGS
WHERE LIMITING THE ACCES
FROM OTHER CITIES TO MILAN.
TODAY THE LIMITS ARE THE
RAILWAY TRACKS AND
HIGHWAY, WHICH DEVIDE THE
CITY IN HALF AND THIS WAY
MAKING THE ACCESSIBILITY
MORE LIMITED.

LiMIT

RAILWAY TRACKS
HIGHWAY:

FOLLOWING THE TRACES OF
THE PAST, MOST OF THE
TRACE UNDERGROUND CHANELS
ARE KEPT UNDERGROUND
WATER BODIES (RIVERS,  AND SOMEHCW HIDDEN
LAKES, CHANELS) UNDER THE BUILDINGS OR
IMPORTANT HISTORICAL  STREETS. IN THE OTHER HAND
ROADS THESE HISTORIC ROADS EVEN e
THOUGH HIDE THE WATER L e
.

INTERPRETATION OF SPACES CHANELS THEY ALSO HAVE A

HUGE IMPORTANT ROLE INTO
CONNECTING MILAN FROM

THE CENTER TO THE OTHER
DIRECTIONS AND CITIES. :

HISTORICAL DENSE TISSUE
COMPACT URBAN CURTAIN TISSUE
URBAN RENEWAL TISSUE

B URBAN TISSUE WITH AN OPEN SYSTEM

URBAN TISSUE

compact urban tissue compact urban tissue urban tissue with open system
historical city urban renewal lissue
BUILT UP SPACES
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WRITING THE TEXT

Strategic map

FROM A GATED ENCLAVE TO

A THRESHOLD THAT ACTS AS A HINGE

THE CROSING OF THEMATIC ENVIRONMENTS

HISTOR

]
o

AL CENTER

CULTURAL

i frtig
'J‘“ Ar
o R

USTRIAL

ACY &

AGRICULTURAL
ZONE

INTERCONNECTED LANDSCAPE
IMPROVED GREY INFRASTRUCTURE
SYSTEM WITH MAIN AXIS THAT CONNECT

MILAN IN ALL DIRECTIONS.

RE-NATURALIZATION OF THE CITY
SUSTAINABLE MOBILITY
GREEN CORRIDORS

- INCREASED IMPORTANCE OF AGRICULTURE
-5

WATER AS 4TH DIMENSION : TIME




A NEW SPACE OF RELATIONS

Urban scale/Masterplan

- N _ : *\ intervals of collective spaces and shared places: natural areas, ecological corridors,

\.\ : e 3 v /4 Scollective spaces, pathways, new form of agriculture, new public transport connections. Spaces
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A new system of urban connections and re-
lations /relational areas
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Relationship with the sky and the soil
functionality & flexibility
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Defining spaces
the abacus of urban spaces

"When designing physical spaces, we are also designing, or implicitly specifying dis-
tinct experiences, emotions and mental states. Environments changes our brains, and
those changes in turn alter our behaviour.(Pallasmaa, Juhani)

4 ,r i F n
i - . by Shnly
walls & trees, urban elements that define spaces,
guiding the user into different areas walls as urban
furniture, providing sitting areas

F

spaces, i.nf'\uencimg the movement of the user; columns creating sh'a.ciimgs that
es & become lighting at night.
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Flexiole sunken spaces that cantbe used as playgrounds with sitting areas, oper amphitheaters or as sunken plazzas that collect water in times of heavy rainfalls.




Relationship with soil and surrounding

Focus area 1l / City level (level 0)
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Relationship with soil and surrounding

Focus area 1 / underground (level -1)
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Relationship with soil and surrounding

Focus area 1 / underground (level -4)
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Relationship with soil and surround|ng
ocus area 2 / roof floor (level O) / city level
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Designing of an Innovative Athletes Housing where housing wellbeing and social integration (sharing of spaces) is
the center of the design process, A community that is as balanced as possible; A sustainable housing with car sharing,

oike sharing, space sharing & services sharing.

What is once perceived as just green collective spaces with patnways, vegetable gardens and parks, now, becomes the
roof of a nousing district that is engraved 16m down the earth surface, in order for the nature to take over. Its permeable
with infrastructural structure allows visitors and residents to access the site from different parts of the city.
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Inside/outside relationship

Architectural scale / characteristic sections

A crack that creates a new front
the relationship with inside/outside and connection with the sky, a design that
stresses multiple relations among: public, private, relational spaces

front facade towards the events’ square longitudinal section a-&’
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here shown: The, exhipition *Chillida: Rhythm-Time-Silence’,deives into «d

Eduardo’s Chilida  (a renowned spanish sculptor) longtime exploration '?I-.
P

B ..

of space as material,as well as his philosophioi?. investigations into the .

relationships between scuhure,archite_q'turemature and site. 5 _
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Carving of materials that resem-
ble the earth; rclational areas in the
nousing district that allow visitors and
residents to explore the site.
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Innovative layouts for housing

Student Housing typologies

section view

from private spaces..

Typology 1. office, diverse & flexible house

Llving spaces that are resilient and adaptable
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Innovative layouts for

Student Housing typologies

from shared spaces ..

functional and flexible spaces
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housing

to private double rooms
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~green, diverse & flexible house
s that are resilient anc adaptable

olan view: ground (-2) level

relationship between the cortyards and housing unit
-

section view
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