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Maggiore Lake

Mount Mottarone, can be reached from the main surrounding cities through 

the use of highways and then private vehicles. The situation is different for 

public transportation: in fact, by using the train, it is not possible to then 

reach the summit by other sustainable means.

The effects of climate change are clearly visible, especially since the 

early 2000s, where there has been a dramatic rise in temperatures 

and an inconstancy in precipitation, including snowfall during the 

winters. 

Snowfall on Monte Mottarone is sporadic and often inconsistent, 

forcing the use of snow cannons during the ski season.

Monte Mottarone offers a wide variety of local products: from cheeses and 

cured meats, such as Toma del Mottarone and Polenta Ossolana to bitter 

Mottarone. The economy on the slopes of the mountain, however, is still 

focused on making the most of the ski facilities, although it is slowly turning 

to new sports such as downhill skiing or climbing. Because of the absence 

of snow, the future of Mottarone will have to veer toward enhancing other 

experiences: summer sports, such as climbing, hiking, and paragliding; the 

resale of local products; scenic spots; and the ability to visit and reach the 

summit in a sustainable way.

Dedicated ski facilities, even during the summer 
months, dominate and alter the landscape, even 

imposing themselves as trails to follow.

The lack of public transportation to reach the summit 
of Monte Mottarone turns it into an open-air parking lot.

Since the 1980s, an average temperature rise of about 3 degrees has 

been recorded on Monte Mottarone, and it is a continuing upward 

trend.

Currently, life on Monte Mottarone is still based on the operation of 

ski facilities, which have a snowless future ahead of them.
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Monthly anomalies for temperature and precipitation 1979-2023.
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Mean yearly temperature, trend and anomaly, 1979-2023.
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