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‘Rock-Hewn sanctuaries 
punctuate the countries 
rugged landscape’
Angela M. H. Schuster, 1994

Each building as a ‘sculpture’ can 
be viewed as an object which sits in 
composition with the entire complex.

LIMES serves as a way to enhance the 
experience of the tourist and facilitate the 
exchange of knowledge. 

A musealization project which aims 
to create an environment which will 
exhibit  and express the craft and 
formation of how the Lalibela churches 
were built. 

The Zamani Project & University of Cape Town, 2009
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The complex is categorised under 3 groups, The first 
group is composed of 6 churches while the second 
group has 4 churches and the third, 1. The Jordan river, 
named from that which runs through Jerusalem in Israel 
separates Group 1  and 2 with group 3 sitting on the 
same side of the river as group 1. 
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Composition 

Biet Medhane Alem
33.50 x 23.50 x 10.00 15.00 x 11.00 x 10.00

Biet Mariam Biet Maskal

Biet Danaghel

Biet Gabriel-Ruffael Biet Emanuel Biet Abba Libanos

Biet Mercureos

Biet Lehem Biet Giorgis

Biet Debre Sina

Bete Golgotha 

14.63 x 2.47 x 3.55

9.88 x 8.77 x 4.17

19.50 X 17.50 17.50 X 11.50 X 11.00 9.00 X 7.00 X 7.00

31.00 X 25.00 X 6-8

12.50 x 12.00 x 12.00

9.73 x 8.90 x 5.53

10.30 x 6.42 x 4.60 
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Ashtronort, 2015

To design a sanctuary and museum 
in Lalibela is to provide an archive of 
knowledge and an experience which 
exhibits the expression of the site.
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